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S FSLRIE ?

"ALL LIVING BEINGS
WASTE THEIR
TIME AWAY
BY ATTENDING
TO WORLDLY AFFAIRS.

"HOW MANY REALLY
CARE TO CULTIVATE
BEFORE THEIR DEATH? ,



I Bl 383 B fdb
SEATRS ¢

s Lss - mERERS
LB - RAES — A E ARG
it B - RN T PTIERE R BEE T
WESIE | > DS EEEEENINE
a - AHE—(EEALBES

B o R 2R

SEETHE SEEET SRRLER
e RHINE R e
135 p9 |

S = ¢ IR 1 AERR A

EERERER - BENBOTAM > K
r paliEReH 1 BE—



BEEENER FRETA=H—]
B - Eit - BFLETHIEME - M2
—iO— B HIRIERIETT

o R L B BIEA

SNTHEADE  TTESESNELT
AP !

r PA) smpe s s mzay e — o -
SEEERE A E - -
AE - BB BN SiEEaEs
S SE— RIS - BIETEE— it
ek |

PRl - fessis+2piz s 0
—pEE ERR ) OF - EiEL S
HiE - BEE - BENZSE - LE
RE AL e - EFTE  r BEBA
FIRAEER—E!

10



AMITABHA BUDDHA
IS A GREAT NAME !

Most people misunderstand that the recitation of AMITABHA
BUDDHA is only meant to help the dead to seek rebirth in the world of
Ultimate Bliss. Seldom do they know that the name AMITABHA
BUDDHA or THE THUS COME ONE of INNUMERABLE LIFESPAN
embodies immeasurable merits and virtues. It is indeed a Great
Name !

The recitation of AMITABHA BUDDHA reveals the arising of
conditions in the Dharma Realm, the proper cause for the Pure Karma,
the Bodhi seed, the good medicine for the liberation from birth and death,
the swiftest way to transcend the Triple Realm and the Buddha's
teaching on the Dharani Dharma Door !

To recite AMITABHA sincerely for once, can eradicate eighty
hundred million kalpas of heavy offences of birth and death. Among
the eighty-four thousand Dharma Doors, the recitation of AMITABHA
is the foremost !

The Name of AMITABHA BUDDHA embodies thousands of
millions of Indescribable merits and virtues. It is the same as reciting
all the BUDDHAS in the ten direction whinin the three periods of time.

So those who cultivate the Pure Land Dharma Door are only mindful of
RAMITABHA BUDDHA wholeheartedly as their main practice !

To recite AMITABHA sincerely for once, is the same as cultivat-
ing the immeasurable and undescribable Dharma Doors as many as
the sand in eighty-four thousand Ganges River.

The word AMITABHA BUDDHA is the embodiment of a
single-minded. The mind contains the various virtues such as
permanence, bliss, true-self and purity, the Innate Enlightenment, the
awakening to the Innate Mind Ground, the Genuine and unmoving Bud-
dha Nature, the Bodhi Mind and Nirvana and many others. All these
Merits and Virtues are gathered in and fully accomplished just by
reciting the Name of AMITABHA BUDDHA !

So those who cultivate the Buddha Recitation Dharma Door are
only mindful of AMITABHAR BUDDHA because it is the most
convenient, the swiftest, the most effective way to accomplish the
ultimate adornment of Buddha Nature. If tens of thousands of people
were to cultivate this Dharma Door, they would all arrive at the Pure
Land. NOT A SINGLE ONE WILL BE LEFT OUT !

©20
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MAY I ALWAYS CALL UPON
THE NAME OF THE BUDDHA,

AND MAY THE BUDDHA AMITABHA
ALWAYS BE WITH ME

Dear Cultivators Of The Way,
RAMITRBHR BUDDHA,
Do Bring Forth The Mind Of Kindness,
And Be Sincerely Mindful Of The Buddha,
NAMO AMITABHA BUDDHA,
And Say The Name Of The Buddha For Once,
Until Hundreds, Thousands and
Millions Of Times .........
May The Merits And Virtues Accrued
From The Mindfulness Of The Buddha,
Be The Opening Verse For The Reading
Of This Book.
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® NOTICE ©

The publication of this book is the result of the
contribution of money and effort by a group of Buddhist
friends. Their purpose is to create wholesome affinity with
the public. Therefore, nobody is allowed to sell this book
thereby creating unwholesome karma for himself.
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@ BUDDHIST FUNERAL CEREN(NY @

Buddhist funerals should be accompanied by chanting and other
Dharma activities. In a proper funeral service, apart from the Master
of Ceremony, monks should be invited to officiate at ceremonies such
as chanting. Family and friends of the deceased participating in the
service may each hold a chanting book and chant along. Short verses
or sutras such as the Heart Sutra, Buddha Vandana (Veneration),
mantras et cetera may be chanted. They must not be sung, but
properly chanted or else the solemnity of the occasion is lost. After
the chanting, a member of the Sangha may be invited to give a short
and simple Dharma talk for the benefit of those attending. This should
be followed by a brief introduction of the deceased past meritorious
deeds, such as charity, kindness, benevolence and Dharma learning,
so that family and friends may find comfort and share the joy (in
knowing such deeds).

Memorial service for family members as well as for relatives, friends
and organizational representatives can be jointly conducted, and is
best held on a weekend. There is no need to delay the funeral just to
show the stature of the deceased. The service should be held before
the actual funeral ceremonies. Buddhist funerals emphasize simplicity,
economy and solemnity; they should be over within one or one-and-a-
half hour’s time. The engagement of musical bands at funerals is
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too cosmetic and extravagant. To non-Buddhists, it may have a
comforting effect; but to Buddhists, it is thought to even
interfere with the deceased’s aspiration of attaining peace in the Pure
Land.

According to the Pure Land sect’s teaching, people well-versed in the
Dharma, be they monks or even laymen, should be invited to give the
dying person Dharma talks. The dying person should also be taught
and asked to chant the Buddha’s name (if capable).Chanting groups
can also be engaged to chant for the dying one right until 12 hours
after he or she has passed away. During which period, the body
should be laid still. After that, the body can be cleansed, and the
clothes changed; then resume chanting. When starting each activity,
one must always aspire that the deceased will have unwavering
determination to be born in the Pure Land. No doubt, it is better to
have monks to conduct the ceremonies and deliver Dharma talks.
However in their absence, knowledgeable lay Buddhists can be invited
to take the monks’ place.

There are various methods of handling the corpse. It may be placed
inside an erect casket (for corpse in a sitting or meditative posture),
placed in an urn, cremated or buried. If it were placed in an erect
casket, the casket would then be burned.The ceremonies involved are
sealing the casket and lifting the torch. If it were put into an urn, then
the ceremonies involved are sealing and burying the urn. If it were
laid in a coffin, there is the ceremonial sealing of the coffin. After the
coffin is sealed, it is either buried or burned (cremated). If cremation
were chosen, the ashescould be enshrined in a monastery or stupa
(pagoda) at the cemetery, or even buried.

During the period of mourning, the deceased’s family members
should neither kill animals nor serve their guests meat and liquor.
Furthermore, they must not use meat and liquor as offerings to the
deceased. Only vegetarian food should be used as offerings and to
serve the guests. Fresh flowers, fruits and vegetarian food can be
offered at the altar. Bouquets, wreaths and banners may be placed
where suitable. However, they should only be displayed sparingly so
as not to be seenas too extravagant. Usually, these are the ones
contributed by relatives and close friends as a mark of respect.
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Relatives and friends will normally contribute some money to the
deceased’s family as a token of condolence. If the bereaved family
can ill-afford the funeral expenses, they can keep a portion of the
contribution for such a purpose. The remaining portion (or else the
whole sum) can be offered to the Triple Gem, or to finance Dharma
activities and other charities. After which, the family members can
transfer the merits gained to the deceased, so that he can distance
himself from the sufferings of birth and death, and advance on the
spiritual path.

When a loved one dies, it is perfectly normal for his family and
friends to be sad and even cry. However, the custom of wailing
loudly for the deceased to show grief and bereavement is purely
cosmetic and unnecessary. Buddhists should instead be more pra-
gmatic and organize Dharma-duta activities, and to keep the funeral
as simple, solemn, and dignified as possible.

@ BUDDHIST FUNERAL CEREMONIES @
( IN DETAIL )

Modern Buddhist funerals should adhere to the following principles:

(1) Simple and economical, to express bereavement.
2) Solemn and dignified, to signify filial-piety.
3) Not making unnecessary expenses, while donating generous-

ly to worthy causes.
There should also be no wastage on publicity and non
beneficial activities.

“4) Abandon meaningless traditions and ceremonies that run
against Buddhist Teachings, so as not perpetuate
superstitions.

d) Having A Very Sick Person In The Family,
One Should Make The Following Preparations

(1) Emotionally, be prepared for the inevitable demise of the
sick person. Accept the fact that death is very much a part of
everyone’s life, and hence there is no need to treat the topic
as taboo. If possible, make the sick person realize the truth of
impermanence and attain calmness.
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Monitor the ill person’s condition closely. Always comfort
the person and encourage him to remain peaceful.
Periodically, one can explain the Teachings of the Buddha to
the sick. Encourage him to do chanting and strengthen his
aspiration to be reborn in the Pure Land.

Images of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas can be placed beside
the sick, so as to remind him of their noble qualities. If the
person is a follower of Pure Land teachings, the image of
Amitabha Buddha or the images of the Three Pure Land
Sages* can be placed beside him. This may strengthen his
resolve to seek rebirth in the Pure Land.

Give donations and do other meritorious deeds in the name of
the sick, and transfer him the merits. This however, should
be acknowledged by the ill person.

%k The Three Sages of the Pure Land comprise Amitabha Buddha,
and Bodhisattvas Avalokitesvara (Guan Yin) and Mahasthama-
prapta.(Great Strength) sk

(II) * Things To Be Done Prior To The

Passing Away Of The Sick Person *

Invite a person good at explaining the Dharma to deliver
simple talks to the dying person. Advise him to let go of all
worries and attachment. Make him aspire to be swiftly
reborn in the Western Paradise.

If that person were a pious devotee, advise him to chant or
Invite chanting groups to assist him in chanting. This is a
crucial period. The dying person must be constantly reminded
to maintain right thoughts and perfect understanding (of the
Dharma).

Maintain the peacefulness and serenity of his surroundings.
Emotional family members who are inclined to cry aloud
should be prevented from disturbing the dying one. Their
crying may affect his concentration and is not helpful at all.

If possible, the dying person can be bathed and his clothes
changed. This is to make him feel clean and comfortable
prior to his passing away. If bathing and changing is not
possible at this juncture, it can still be done 12 hours after
death (conveniently done at home).



@ BUDDHIST FUNERAL CEREHON @

(III) * Things To Note At The
Passing Away Of Loved Ones %

1) The corpse should not be moved around to allow the cons-
ciousness to slowly leave.

) Continue chanting to maintain right understanding in the
deceased.

3) If the deceased’s clothing had not been changed, it is best to

wait until 12 hours later or when the body is completely cold
before cleaning and changing. Clothes and shoes normally
worn by deceased when alive can be used, and there is no
need to wear specially-made clothing (“shou yi”)

4) If the deceased had previously pledged to donate his cornea
or other organs, the relevant authorities (hespitals) should be
notified within 3 hours upon death, to fulfill the deceased’s
wish.

5) If the deceased’s had worn “hai ging” (prayer robes) when
he was alive, then the prayer robes could be robed on the
corpse. If however, he had worn the “man yi” (black robes
worn to indicate one is keeping the five-precepts), it should
not be robed on the corpse as precepts can only be kept while
one is alive. As one dies, so too is one’s ability to keep the
precepts.

6) The deceased’s certificates of “Taking Refuge” and keeping
the precepts can be kept by his family member as re-
membrance, or placed inside the coffin.

(IV) * Entering The Corpse Into The Coffin *

(1) In choosing the coffin, keep in mind to be practical and
economical. :

) Old clothes (or cotton wool provided by the coffin-maker)
can be placed inside the coffin to absorb moisture.

3) When placing the corpse into the coffin, mourners should

continuously chant “Namo Amitabha”. Fragrant incense can
be placed on the corpse from head to toe.

) If monks were invited, let them officiate the sealing of the
coffin.
5) If however, monks not present, then the deceased’s family

members and some friends may seal the coffin themselves.
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6) Sealing the coffin involves these ceremonies (in that order) :
(A) Chanting of “Lian Chi Zhan”.
B) Chanting of the Great Compassion Mantra (once or
thrice),followed by the Heart Sutra (once).
© Chanting “Namo Amitabha” repeatedly until the co-
ffin is properly sealed.
(D) Finally, recite the “Transference of Merits”.

@) After the coffin is sealed, mourners can pay their respect in
front of the altar, after which they should venerate the
Buddha image at another altar.

(V) * Funeral Hall Decorations *

(1) An altar can be set up in the funeral hall where the deceas-
ed’s portrait is placed, On the altar can be placed offerings
such as flowers, fruits, light and incense. There is no need to
put the deceased’s clothing on the altar.

) Another altar is put up in front of the first altar. An image of
Bodhisattva Ksithigarbha (Di Zhang Pu Sa) is placed with
offerings of flowers, fruits, light and incense.

3) Around the coffin can be hung netting or illuminated with
decorative lights; while potted plants can be arranged on its
either side. This is to make the whole setting look dignified.

(VI) * Paying Last Respects %

1) Chanting should be for a practical reason and not merely for
show.

2) If members of the Sangha were invited, they will conduct the
chanting session; but there is no need to do it on a grand
scale.

3) In the absence of monks, the mourners and Buddhist

organizations may conduct chanting sessions. Off-session,
audio cassettes proclaiming “Namo Amitabha” can be

played.

“4) During the mourning period, mourners should become
vegetarians.

5) Guests should also be served vegetarian food and all forms of

killing must be avoided.
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©6) When paying their respect, guests should stand straight in
front of the altar, and with hands clasped together, make

three bows.
@) Guests should also assist the mourners in chanting services.
8) The mourners should reduce the funeral cost as far as

possible, and donate to charitable organizations, temples or
Buddhist establishments, in the name of the deceased.
Furthermore, they should transfer the merits to the deceased
s0 as to assist him in reducing suffering.

(VII) * Funeral Ceremonies %

1) Fresh flowers and fruits are suitable as funeral offerings.

2) Mourners and guests paying their last respect may stand in
front of the altar, with their hands clasped, make three bows.

3) Representatives of organizations paying their respect may

light incense at the altar. A family member of the deceased
should acknowledge them by standing besides the altar, with
hands clasped, bow back to the representatives.

4) When lifting the coffin, the deceased’s family members
should participate actively, since this may be the last chance
to do him service. They should also chant veneration to the
Buddhas whole-heartedly. Sakyamuni Buddha had also
carried the coffin of His father. Hence, Buddhists should
follow this noble example of filial-piety.

5) The funeral procession should be orderly and silent.
Mourners may chant “Namo Amitabha” along the way as
will benefit the deceased.

6) On the morning of the funeral, monks may be invited to
chant the sutras. After that, food is offered to them, and
the merits thereafter transferred to the deceased.

(VIII) * Burial Ceremony %

)] If monks were invited, let them conduct the ceremony.

2) If not, family and friends of the deceased may conduct the
ceremony; after which the coffin is lowered for burial or
placed into a crematorium’s furnace.

3) If cremation were preferred, the ashes of the deceased might
kept in an urn and enshrined in a stupa (pagoda).
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)] It is not necessary to erect a permanent shrine. If however the
family so wishes, the shrine may be placed at home or in a
monastery.

(IX) % Things Mourners Should Pay Attention To %

¢)) During the mourning period, the mourners are best to be
vegetarians. Guests should also be served vegetarian dishes.
Avoid killing all beings so as not to commit evil deeds.

2) Do not wail in front of the altar as it is neither constructive
nor beneficial to the deceased. If one has difficulty
controlling one’s own emotions, it is advisable to go
somewhere away from the altar to pour out his or her
feelings.

3) The funeral hall (residence) should be kept peaceful and
solemn. Visitors must refrain from evil deeds such as
gambling to avoid offending the mourners.

6] Offerings made to the deceased may consist of three or five
types of fruits. Another six variety of vegetarian dishes may
also be added. Apart from these, there is no need to offer
other items.

) The best thing the family members can do to their dying or
dead loved one is to constantly chant “Namo Amitabha”.

(X) % Memorial Service %

For the seventh-week memorial service, family members can
offer fresh flowers and fruits to the deceased. Also, they
should chant “Namo Amitabha” and transfer him the merits.
If possible, family members can offer dana at monasteries or
hold house dana (meal offering to monks at home).
Thereafter they may transfer the merits to the deceased to
enable him to be swiftly reborn into the Realms of
Happiness.
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Buddhnist funerals should be accom-
panied by chanting and other
Dharma activities. In a proper funeral
service, apart from the Master of
Ceremony, monks should be invited
to officiate at ceremonies such as
chanting.
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Fomily and friends of the deceased
participating in the service may
each hold a chanting book and
chant clong. Short verses or sutras
such as the Heart Sufra, Buddha
Vandana (Veneration), mantras et
cetera may be chanted. They must
not be sung, but properly chanted or
else the sense of particpation and
solemnity of the occasion are lost.

©430



LR\ o BUDDHIST FUNERAL CEREMONY o

o [h5iE




PR 1% BA AT R SRR -
ST HBETLT+ o B2 W
HRBENBEENEERE
BE - FIA - BHEayThiE
LIBIRBEA o

Atter the chanting a member of the
Sangha may be invited to give a
short and simple Dharma talk for
benefit of those attending. This
should be followed by a brief
introduction of the deceased’s past
meritorious deeds, such as charity,
kindness, benevolence, and Dharma
learning, so that family and friends
may find comfort and share the joy
(in knowing such deeds).
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Memorial service for family
members, as well as for relatives,
friends and organizational rep-
resentatives can be jointly con-
ducted, and is best held on a
weekend. There is no need to delay
the funeral just to show the stature of
the deceased.
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The engagement of musical bands
at funerals is too cosmetic and
extravagant. To non-Buddhists, it
may have a comforting effect; but
to Buddhists, it is thought to
even interfere with the deceased’s
aspiration of attaining peace in the
Pure Land.
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According to the Pure Land sect’s
teaching. people well-versed in the
Dharma, be they monks or even
laymen, should be invited to give the
dying person Dharma talks. The
dying person should also be taught
and asked to chant the Buddha's
name (if capable).
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Chonﬁng groups can also be
engaged to chant for the dying one
right until 12 hours after he or she has
passed away. During which period.
the body should be laid still. After
that, the body can be cleansed, and
the clothes changed; then resume
chanting. When starting each
activity, one must always aspire that
the deceased will have unwavering
determination to be reborn in the
Pure Land.
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There are various methods of
handling the corpse. It may be
placed inside an erect casket for
corpse in a sitting or meditative
posture ),placed in an urn, cremated
or buried. If it were placed in an
erect casket, the casket would then
be burned. The ceremonies involved
are sealing the casket and lifting the
torch. If it were put into an urn, then
the ceremonies involved are sealing
and burying the urn.
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If the corpse were laid in a coffin,
there is the ceremonial sealing of the
coffin. After the coffin is sealed, it is
either buried or burned (cremated).
If cremation were chosen, the ashes
could be enshrined in a monastery or
a stupa (pagoda) at the cemetery,

or even buried.
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During the period of mourning, the
deceased’s family member should
neither kill animals nor serve their
guests meat and liquor. Furthermore,
they must not use meat and liquor as
offerings to the deceased. Only
vegetarian food can be used as
offerings and to serve the guests.
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Fresh flowers. fruits and vegetarian
food can be offered at the altar.
Bouquets, wreaths and banners may
be placed where suitable. However,
they should only be displayed spa-
ringly so as not be seenastoo extr-
avagant. Usually, these are the ones
contributed by relatives and close
friends as a mark of respect.
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Relatives and friends will normally
contribute some money to the dec-
eased’s family as a token of con-
dolence. If the bereaved family can
ill-afford the funeral expenses, they
can keep a portion of the con-
tribution for such a purpose. The
remaining portion (or else the whole
sum) may be offered to the Trple
Germ, or to finance Dharma activities
and other charities. After which the
family members can transfer the
merits gained to the deceased, so
that he can distance himself from
the sufferings of birth and death, and
advance on the spiritual path.
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When a loved one dies, it is
perfectly for his family and friends to
be sad and even cry. However,
the custom of wailing loudly for the
deceased to show grief and
bereavement is purely cosmetic and
unnecessary. Buddhists should ins-
tead be more pragmatic and organise
Dharma-dufa activities, and to keep
the funeral as simple, solemn and
dignified as possible.
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Emo’rionolly, be prepared for the
inevitable demise of the sick person.
Accept the fact that death is very
much a part of everyone’s life.
Hence there is no need to treat the
topic as taboo. If possible, make the
sick person realise the truth of
impermanence and attain calmness.
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|mcges of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
can be placed beside the sick, so
as to remind him of their noble
qualities. If the person is a follower of
Pure Land teachings. the image of
Amitabha Buddha or the images of
the There Pure Land Sages can be
placed beside him. This may
strengthen his resolve to seek rebirth
in the Pure Land.
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The corpse should not be moved
around to allow the consciousness to
slowly leave. Continue chanting to
maintain right understanding in the
deceased.
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If the deceased’s clothing had not
been changed., it is best to wait until
12 hours later or when the body is
completely cold before cleaning
and changing. Clothes and shoes
normally worn by the deceased can
be used, and there is no need to
wear specially- made clothing
(CShou yi”).
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It the deceased had worn * hai

qing( prayer robes) when he was
alive, then the prayer robes could
robed on the corpse. If however, he
had worn “man yi® (black robes
worn to indicate one is keeping the
five-precepts), it should not be
robed on the corpse as precepts
can only be kept when one is alive.
As one dies, so too is one’s ability to
keep the precepts.
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The deceased’s certificates of
“Taking Refuge” and keeping the
precepts may be kept by his family
members as remembrance, or pla-
ced inside the coffin.
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In choosing the coffin, keep in mind
to be practical and economical. Old
clothes (or cotton wool provided by
the coffin-maker) can be placed
inside the coffin to absorb moisture.
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When placing the corpse into the
coffin, mourners should continuously
chant *Namo Amitabha”. Fragrant
incense can be placed on the
corpse from head to toe.
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If monks were invited. let them
officiate the sealing of the coffin. If
however, monks were not present,
then the deceased’s family members
and some friends may seal the coffin
themselves.
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Secling the coffin involves these

ceremonies (in that order):

(A) Chanting of “Lian Chi Zhan”.

(B) Chanting of the Great Com-
passion Manfra (once or thrice),
followed by the Heart Sufra
(once).

(C) Chanting ‘Namo  Amifabha”
repeatedly until the coffin is
properly sealed.
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Finally, recite the ‘“Transference of
Merifs”. After the coffin is sealed,
mourners can pay their respect in
front of the altar; after which they
should venerate the Buddha image
at another altar.
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An altar can be set up in the funeral
hall where the deceased’s portrait is
placed. On the altar can be placed
offerings such as flowers, fruits, light
and incense. There is no need to put
the deceased’s clothing on the
altar.

Another altar is put up in front of the
first altar. An image of Bodhisaftva
Ksithigarbha (Di Zhang Pu Sa) is
placed with offerings of flowers,
fruits, light and incense.

o890



O BEHEEERT o BUDDHIST FUNERAL CEREMONY o




SEEIEE ANERE
MR IFESE - EEHK
A2 BBt IR A s
I BFR—FEMAEE o

Chcn’ring should be for a practical
reason and not merely for show. If
members of the Sangha were
invited, will conduct the chanting
sessions; but there is no need to do it
on a grand scale.
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In the absence of monks, the
mourners and Buddhist organisations
may conduct chanting sessions.
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Off-session, audio cassettes proc-
laiming *“*Namo Amifabha” can be
played.
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During the mourning period, mour-
ner should become vegetarians.
Guests should also be served vege-
tarian food and all forms of killing
must be avoided.
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Mourners and guests paying their
last respect may stand in front of the
altar, with hands clasped together,
make three bows. Representatives of
organisations paying their respect
may light incense at the altar. A
family member of the deceased
should acknowledge them by stan-
ding besides the altar, with hands
clasped, bow back to the
representatives.
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When litting the coffin, the de-
ceased’s family members should
participate actively, since this may
be the last chance to do him
service. They should also chant ve-
neration to the Buddhas whole-
heartedly. Sakyamuni Buddha
had also carried the coffin of His
father.
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Hence, Buddhists should follow this
example of filial-piety. The funeral
procession should be orderly and
silent. Mourners may chant “Namo
Amitabha” along the way as this will
benefit the deceased.
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On the morning of the funeral,
monks may be invited to chant the
sutras. After that, food is offered to
them, and the merits thereafter
transferred to the deceased.
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lf monks were invited, let them
conduct the burial ceremony; after
which, the coffin is lowered for burial
or placed into a crematorium’s
furnace.
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If cremation were preferred. the
ashes of the deceased might kept
in an urn and enshrined in a stupa
(pagoda). It is not necessary to erect
a permanent shrine. If however the
family so wishes, the shrine may be
placed at home or in a monastery.
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During the mourning period, the
mourners are best to be vegetarians.
Guests should also be served vege-
tarian food. Avoid killing all beings so
as not to commit evil deeds.
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Wiailing in front of the altar is neither
con-structive nor beneficial to the
de-ceased. If one has difficulty con-
troling one’s emotions, it is ad-
visable to go somewhere away from
the altar to pour out his or her
feelings.
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The funeral hall (residence) should
be kept peaceful and solemn. Vi-
sitors should refrain from evil deeds
such as gambling to avoid offending
the mourners.
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It the deceased’s family can afford
it, they should donate generously to
charities in the name of the dec-
eased so as to accumulate merits.”
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Offerings made to the deceased
may consist of three or five types of
fruits. Another six variety of vege-
tarian dishes may also be added.
Apart from these, there is no need to
offer other items.
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The best thing the family members
can do to their dying or dead loved

one is to constantly chant “Namo
Amitabha”.
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SPIRIT MANTRA FOR REBIRTH
IN THE PURE LAND

QL FLHAO®

1)
2)
3)
9)
5)
6)
7
8)
9

NA MWO E MI DWO PE YE ©

DWO TWO CHYE DWO YE
DWO DI YE TWO
EMILIDU PE PI

E MILI DWO

SYI DAN PE PI
EMILIDWO
PIJYALANDI O

E MI LI DWO

10) PIJYA LAN DWO
11) CHYE MILI ©
12) CHYE CHYE NWO
13) JRDWO JYA LI
14) SWO PE HE
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THE HEART OF PRAJNA PARAMITA SUTRA

O EREESLEO®

BWO RE BWO LWO MI DWO SYIN JING

WHEN BODHISATTVA AVALOKITESHVARA WAS PRACTICING THE PRO-
FOUND PRAJNA PARAMITA,
HEEERE TERBEREESE

Gwan dz dzai pu sa sying shen bwo re bwo lwo mi dwo shr.

HE ILLUMINATED THE FIVE SKANDHAS AND SAW THAT THEY ARE ALL
EMPTY, AND HE CROSSED BEYOND ALL SUFFERING AND DIFFICULTY.
BRLAEZ E—HYHE-

Jyau jyan wu yun jye kung, du yi chye ku e.

SHARIPUTRA, FORM DOES NOT DIFFER FROM EMPTINESS; EMPTINESS
DOES NOT DIFFER FROM FORM. FORM ITSELF IS EMPTINESS; EMPTINESS
ITSELF IS FORM. SO TOO ARE FEELING, COGNITION, FORMATION, AND
CONSCIOUSNESS.

EMF BAREL  EAEE > BEEZE > ZHAE
B ZHITHISENR -

Sheli dz, shai bu yi kung, kung bu yi shai, shai ji shr kung. kung ji shr shai, shou
syang sying shr yi fu ru shr.

SHARIPUTRA, ALL DHARMAS ARE EMPTY OF CHARACTERISTICS. THEY
ARE NOT PRODUCED, NOT DESTROYED,

EMTF - BEEZEME NETHE

She li dz, shr ju fa kung syang, bu sheng bu mye,

NOT DEFILED, NOT PURE, AND THEY NEITHER INCREASE NOR DIMINISH.
RERF - TETRH -

Bu gou bu jing, bu dzeng bu jyan.

THEREFORE, IN EMPTINESS THERE IS NO FORM, FEELING, COGNITION,
FORMATION, OR CONSCIOUSNESS;
EWNEPER - BIHTHE
Shr gu kung jung wu shai, wu shou syang sying shr,
©1230



NO EYES, EARS, NOSE, TONGUE, BODY, OR MIND; NO SIGHTS, SOUNDS,
SMELLS, TASTES, OBJECTS OF TOUCH, OR DHARMAS;

BIRESE5E  BEREEEWEE -

Wu yan er bi she shen yi, wu shai sheng syang wei chu fa.

NO FIELD OF THE EYES UP TO AND INCLUDING NO FIELD OF MIND
CONSCIOUSNESS;

BRSR > -DEBEEN -

Wu yan jye, nai jr wu yi shr jye.

AND NO IGNORANCE OR ENDING OF IGNORANCE,
MIEER > JREEMAE -

Wu wu ming, yi wu wu ming jin.

UP TO AND INCLUDING NO OLD AGE AND DEATH OR ENDING OF OLD AGE
AND DEATH.

ThEREI H THEEIRE -

Nai jr wu lau sz, yi wu lau sz jin.

THERE IS NO SUFFERING, NO ACCUMULATING, NO EXTINCTION, AND NO
WAY, AND NO UNDERSTANDING AND NO ATTAINING.

%%%5@% 1\\\Em-\l|\\1ﬁ °

Wu ku ji mye dau, wu jryi wu de.

BECAUSE NOTHING IS ATTAINED, THE BODHISATTVA,
LISATISEY - E1RIE & -

Yi wu swo de gu, pu ti sa two,

THROUGH RELIANCE ON PRAJNA PARAMITA IS UNIMPEDED IN HIS MIND.
KMRERBESH  OBEH -

Yi bwo re bwo lwo mi dwo gu. syin wu gwa ai.

BECAUSE THERE IS NO IMPEDIMENT, HE IS NOT AFRAID,

BERN BHTW

Wu gwa ai gu, wu you kung bu.
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AND HE LEAVES DISTORTED DREAM-THINKING FAR BEHIND.
BEEERE S

Ywan li dyan dau meng syang,

ULTIMATELY NIRVANA!

REEHE -

Jyou jing nye pan.

ALL BUDDHAS OF THE THREE PERIODS OF TIME ATTAIN ANUTTARA-

©
SAMYAK-SAMBODHI THROUGH RELIANCE ON PRAJNA PARAMITA.

<
—HER KRERBESH  SRESE=H=-ER -
)

San shr ju fwo yi bwo re bwo lwo mi dwo gu, de e nwo dwo lwo san myau
san pu ti

THEREFORE KNOW THAT PRAJNA PARAMITA IS A GREAT SPIRITUAL
MANTRA,

WMAREREES  BAWR
Gu jr bwo re bwo Two mi dwo. shr da shen jou,

A GREAT BRIGHT MANTRA, A SUPREME MANTRA, AN UNEQUALLED
MANTRA.

KRB 2EBLEN BEFFH -
Shr da ming jou, shr wu shang jou, shr wu deng deng jou.

IT CAN REMOVE ALL SUFFERING: IT IS GENUINE AND NOT FALSE.
REfR—t) - EEARE -
Neng chu yi chye ku, jen shr bu syu.

THATIS WHY THE MANTRA OF PRAJNA PARAMITA WAS SPOKEN, RECITEIT
LIKE THIS. ©

SR EREESIK  BIEKEHE o
Gu shwo bwo re bwo lwo mi dwo jou, ji shwo jou ywe:

GATE GATE PARAGATE PAR(?SAMGATE BODHI SVAHA!
IR - BRI - REIEIRE - BIREEN -
Jye di jye di, bwo lwo jye di, bwo lwo seng J%e di, pu ti sa pe he.
© 01250



GREAT COMPASSION MANTRA

OKENL®

Da Bei Jou

1)

NA MWO HE LA DA NWO DWO

IAYEYE ©
NAMWO E LI YE

PWO LU JYE DI SHAU BWO LA YE

PUTISATWO PE YE
MWO HE SATWO PE YE
MWO HE JYALUNIJYAYE
NAN

SAPANLAFAYE

SWO DA NWO DA SYE

10) NO MWO SYIJI LI TWO YI
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GREAT COMPASSION MANTRA @ i lal.g E'II:.. @

11) PE LU JI DI SHR FWO LALENG TWOPE 2 [E & 7 = (i MB 1B B &

12) NA MWO NWO LA JIN CHR

13) SYI LI MWO HE PAN DWO SA MYE

14) SA PE E TWO DOU SHU PENG
15) E SHR YUN

16) SA PE SADWO NA MWO PE SADWO

17) NA MWO PE CHYE

18) MWO FA TE DOU

19) DA JR TWO

20) NAN

21) E PE LU SYI

22) LU JYA DI

23) JYA LA DI

24) YISYILI

25) MWO HE PU TI SA TWO

26) SA PE SAPE

27) MWO LA MWO LA

28) MWO SYI MWO SYI LI TWO YUN
29) JYU LU JYU LU JYE MENG
30) DU LU DU LU FA SHE YE DI
31) MWO HE FA SHE YE DI

32) TWO LA TWO LA

33) DILINI

34) SHR FWO LA YE

35) JE LA JE LA

36) MWO MWO FA MWO LA
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@ GREAT COMPASSION MANTRA

37) MU DI LI

38) YI SYI YI SYI

39) SHR NWO SHR NWO
40) E LA SHEN FWO LA SHE LI
41) FA SHA FA SHEN

42) FWO LA SHE YE

43) HU LU HU LU MWO LA
44) HU LU HU LU SYI LI
45) SWO LA SWO LA

46) SYI LI SYI LI

47) SULU SU LU

48) PUTI YE PUTI YE

49) PUTWO YE PU TWO YE
50) MI DI LI YE

51) NWO LA JIN CHR

52) DI LI SHAI NI NWO

53) PE YE MWO NWO

54) SWO PE HE

55) SYI TWO YE

56) SWO PE HE

57) MWO HE SYI TWO YE
58) SWO PE HE

59) SYI TWO YU YI

60) SHR PAN LA YE

61) SWO PE HE

62) NWO LA JIN CHR
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GREAT COMPASSION MANTRA @ i lal.g ?'II:.. @

63) SWO PE HE

64) MWO LA NWO LA

§5) SWO PE HE

66) SYI LU SENG E MU CHYWE YE

67) SWO PE HE

68) SWO PE MWO HE E SYI TWO YE

69) SWO PE HE

70) JE JI LA E SYI TWO YE

71) SWO PE HE

72) BWO TWO MWO JYE SYI TWO YE

73) SWO PE HE

74) NWO LA JIN CHR PAN CHYE LA YE

75) SWO PE HE

76) MWO PE LI SHENG JYE LA YE

77) SWO PE HE

78) NA MWO HE LA DA NWO DWO
LA YE YE

79) NAMWO E LI YE

80) PWO LU JI DI

81) SHAU PAN LA YE

82) SWO PE HE

83) NAN

84) SYI DYAN DU

85) MAN DWO LA

86) BA TWO YE

87) SWO PE HE
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