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THE DHARANI SUTRA OF
THE BUDDHA ON LONGEVITY,
THE EXTINCTION OF OFFENCES AND
THE PROTECTION OF YOUNG CHILDREN

The Dharani Sutra of The Buddha on Longevity, The Extinc-
tion of Offences and The Protection of Young Children ' or ' The Sutra
of The Buddha on Longevity' describes how the forty-nine Bodhisattvas
who had just brought forth the Bodhi Mind wished to ask The Bud-
dha about The Dharma on Longevity. And their wish was fulfilled
when Manjushri Bodhisattva asked the question on their behalf.

*World Honoured One! All the living beings in the sea of birth
and death create all kinds of evil karma and hence receive the retri-
bution of a short lifespan. In what way can they put to extinction the
evil karma in order to attain longevity?"

The World Honoured One said, "There are five types of of-
fences which are difficult to eradicate even after repenting.

They are:
1: Killing one's father ~ 2: Killing one's mother
2: Killing a foetus 4: Shedding the Buddha's blood and

5: Creating disharmony among the Sangha. Offences like these are
hard to eradicate!"

Atfter that The World Honoured One taught living beings who
have committed the five unwholesome deeds 'The Secret Sutra of All
Buddhas on Longevity'. It was also spoken by a thousand Buddhas in
the past. If living beings are able to accept and uphold this Sutra, to
write it down, read and recite it besides repenting sincerely on all
heavy karma, then their offences will be extinguished.

Itis hoped that all living beings will derive merits and virtues
from this Sutra and seek rebirth in the Pure Land. It is also hoped
that those who help to print this Sutra will transfer the merits and
virtues to all souls of aborted foetus and the babies who have just
passed away so as to help them seek rebirth in the Western Land of
Ultimate Bliss.
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Do Have Mercy
On These Pitiful Children!

Inthe Dharma Assembly For Crossing Over the Dead Ones who died
in the water, on land and in the air, The Venerable Master Hsuan Hua gave
the following speech, " In the present society, all kinds of accidents and
disasters can frequently be seen. These are all caused by the karma of
killing. To abort a foetus is one kind of killing. The foetus is aborted
purposely before it is fully grown. At that moment, it has nowhere to go but
floats like a lost soul in empty space. Some are with one limb, others do not
even have hands. They are forced to leave the mothers' wombs with
incomplete eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body and mind. So their hearts are full
of hatred and anger. They float everywhere, crying and weeping. Their
soft voices can sometimes be heard, but sometimes not, just like the ring-
ing sound of a bell which rings when there is wind. Their condition is very
pitiful. As there is nobody who cares to cross them over, the hatred and
anger will be accumulated into an unseen dark force of karma which
results in all kinds of misfortunes and calamities in the world. The Human
Realm will never be at peace eternally......"
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ABORTION

IS
SHEER MURDER

The expulsion of a foetus from the womb or abortion is
killing with intention. The right of a living foetus to survive
has been snatched away cruelly. Some people say that abor-
tion is sheer murder.

In an estimation made by the World Health
Organisation about 230 million women are still ignorant
about abortion. About 15 parcent of these women die of in-
fectious diseases which originate from a neglect of health
and hygiene after an abortion.

In Africa, about 70% of the women require medical treat-
ment after being infected with diseases from abortion. Their
average age is below nineteen. Every year, there are about
60 million cases of abortion in the Third World. At least 200
thousand of them die from abortion.

Ina developed country like America at least five thou-
sand unwanted babies are aborted everyday. In 1973, the
High Court of America passed a law legalising abortion
within the first three months of pregnancy. In that country,
the rate of abortion has increased such that there are 15 mil-
lion reported cases of abortion.

Among these more than 1 million cases are young,
underaged mothers who were pregnant before reaching
maturity. Many of them were between the age of thirteen to
fifteen.

Abortion has become a global trend, It has become
a serious social problem. Besides, it is depriving thousands
of babies the right come into this world!
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Thus I, Ananda, have heard, at one time, The Buddha was
at Mount Grdhrakuta, at the City of the Royal Palace, together
with a thousand two hundred and fifty disciples, who accompa-
nied Him wherever He went.
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There were also twelve thousand Bodhisattva Mahasattvas
the Eight-fold Division of Gods and dragons, ghosts and spirits,

humans and non-humans, who came together from different di-
rections to listen to The Buddha Dharma.
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At that time, before expounding the Dharma, The Buddha
with His Spiritual Powers, emitted different colourful lights such
as green lights, yellow lights, red lights, white lights and other
lights which shone forth from His face. In every ray of the colourful
lights, there appeared uncountable Transformation Buddhas.
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Every Transformation Buddha was able to carry out
inconceivable tasks of the Buddha and transform uncountable
and numberless Transformation Bodhisattvas. Every one of the
Transformation Bodhisattvas again praised and sang about the
merits and virtues of The Buddha.
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The lights which were emitted by The Buddha were subtly
wonderful and immeasurable. They shone forth pervasively up to
the Heavenly Dwelling of Neither Thought Nor Non-Thought and
down to the Avici Hell.

BameRBEI AL, BRESEH,
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These living beings who were illuminated by The Buddha's
lights and mindful of The Buddha were thus endowed with skills

and meansin Zen meditation and hence attained the Contempla-
tion Position of the First Ground.
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At that time, in the assembly there were forty-nine
Bodhisattvas who had just brought forth the Bodhi Resolve. They

wished to ask The Buddha about the ways and means to obtain
longevity but they did not know how to do so.
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At the same time, Manjushri Bodhisattva knew about their
wish and so he stood up from his seat, revealed his right
shoulder and put his palms together respectfully before The
Buddha. On behalf of the forty-nine Bodhisattvas he asked The
Buddha:
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"World-Honoured One, I know there are people in this
Dharma Assembly who harbour doubts but do not know how to
ask about them. So I wish to ask on their behalf and may The
World Honoured One grant his permission." The Buddha said,
"Good indeed! Good indeed! Manjushri Bodhisattva. Please do
not hesitate but ask on their behalf in order to clear their doubts!"
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Ma.njushri Bodhisattva said, "World Honoured One,all the
living beings who are within the sea of birth and death create all
kinds of evil karma. From the kalpas of no beginning until
now,they revolve constantly on the wheels of the six paths with-
out any respite. At times they may even obtain a human body but
suffer the retribution of a very short lifespan.
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In what ways can all these living beings obtain longevity
and put an end to all evil karma? May The World Honoured One
teach them the Dharma on ways to attain longevity and means to
extinct all their offences."
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The Buddha answered, "Manjushri! Your kindness and com-
passion is great and immeasurable. Out of pity for all sinful be-
ings, you enquire on their behalf the Dharma for longevity and
the ways to put an end to all offences. But if I were to talk about
them in detail, I am afraid that most sentient beings would be
unable to believe, accept, practise and uphold this Dharma."
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Then The Buddha smiled and said to the great Assembly,

" Please listen wholeheartedly and carefully. Now I will expound
The Dharma to you all ....."
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Aga.in Manjushri Bodhisattva pleaded with The Buddha for
His compassion. " World Honoured One! You are endowed with
Great Wisdom. You are the Leader and Teacher of the gods and
people, the Compassionate Father of all living beings. You are
the Great Dharma King who is able to pronounce the all wonder-
ful Dharma with one sound. May the World Honoured One have
pity on all living beings and bless them all with this Dharmal"
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" In the past, there was a world known as The Pure Land
with No-Filth. In that Pure Land, a Buddha by the Name The Thus
Come One of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views came into the
world."
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He was also known as The One Who is Worthy of Offering,
or The Equal and Proper Enlightened One or The One Who is
Perfect in Wisdom and Practice, or The One Who is Skilful in
Leaving the World Through Liberation, or The One Who Under-
stands the World, or The Unsurpassed Teacher, or The Taming
Hero, or The Teacher of Gods and People, or The Buddha, or The
World Honoured One. The Buddha was surrounded respectfully
by uncountable Great Assemblies of Bodhisattvas.
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‘When The Buddha was in the world, there was a Laywoman
by the name Confusion. She was practising the Buddha Dharma
in her home life. She begged The Buddha to allow her to leave the
home life. Sorrowfully she cried to The Buddha, " World Honoured
One, I have committed heavy and evil karma. I regret my evil
conduct and seek to repent my offences. I hope to reform in order
to lead a life of goodness. I only hope The World Honoured One
will bestow kindness upon me and listen to what I have to say!"
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“My circumstances are such that my family's condition does
not allow me to bear any children. That is why I used herbal
potion to murder the foetus which was already eight months old.
The foetus that I aborted was fully grown with four healthy limbs
and was complete with a human form. "
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"Liater I met a wise man who told me that people who
purposely abort a foetus will be infected with serious illnesses
in the present life and receive the retribution of a short lifespan
and will fall into the Avici Hell and experience horrendous
sufferings."
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"After listening to that, I was very frightened and I deeply
regretted what I had done. I only hope that the World Honoured
One, with your great kindness and compassion, will save me from
falling into the deep pit. Please tell me howI can be liberated. Do
allow me to leave the home life so as not to undergo such acute
sufferings."
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The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views
said to Confusion, " There are five kinds of evil karma which are
difficult to extinguish even if one were to repent on them. What
are the five kinds of offences? The first one is killing the father,
the second one is killing the mother, the third one is abortion, the
fourth one is to injure The Buddha, the fifth one is to create dis-

harmony among the Sangha assemblies. These five types of evil
and sinful karma are difficult to extinguish."
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ter listening to that, the woman Confusion wept sorrow-
fully with tears like falling rain. Remorsely she made obeisance
to The Buddha. Then she fell down before The Buddha and again
she begged, " The World Honoured One is of great kindness and
compassion, who is able save all beings. I beg the World Honoured
One to have pity on me and tell me the way to liberation. "
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The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views
told her, " You are supposed to fall down into The Avici Hell
because of your evil karma and experience acute sufferings
without any respite. In the Alternating Hell you will alternate
between a Cold Hell and a Hell of Heat. In the Cold Hell, the
offenders will encounter severely cold winds and be tortured by
the intense chill. In the feverish Hell of Heat offenders will expe-
rience intense heat brought about by hot winds."
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“In the Uninterrupted Hell, there is no alternating suffer-
ing of sudden coldness or sudden heat. But there is a great burn-
ing fire which plunges from the top to the bottom of the Hell. The
fire will again shoot up from the bottom to the top. The four walls
are made of iron and covered with iron nettings. The four gates
B4 on the Bast, West, South and North are also filled with great
burning fire of karma /i o \ 1 :
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"The body length of the offender in the Uninterrupted Hell
is eight million Yojanas. Even though he is alone, his body still
covers the whole Hell fully. If there are more people, each of their
bodies also pervasively fills up the whole Hell."
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"The body of the offender is covered with great iron snakes.
The suffering thus experienced by him is more severe than from
the great burning fire. Some of the iron snakes may enter his
mouth and then come out from his eyes and ears."
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"Or there are iron snakes which encircle his body fully. Great
fire often burst out from the limbs and joints of the offender. There
are also iron crows that peck and eat his flesh.”

S ERARML S EALIME, F
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"There are also copper dogs which bite and chew his body.

The Hell guards have heads of a bull and have handheld
weapons and they roar like thunder. With a harsh voice full of

anger, they rebuke:"
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" "You have purposely murdered the foetus, so you have to
undergo this great torture from one kalpa to another without any
respite !' If I were to lie to you about such torturing retribution,
then I am not known as The Buddha. "

\ 2 . .

1X A, ﬁﬂ#k@ﬁﬁﬁ,urﬂ%
MBS, JREREREE, HEfik: [ HE 2
BHER— Aﬁﬂrﬁ?Mi—w&EE%M#
A, HEZIEE

"When the woman Confusion heard the teaching of The Bud-

dha, she was so sorrowful that she fainted and fell on the floor.
After some time she gradually recovered and again she asked,"
World Honoured One ! Is it the case that I alone will experience

such torment? Or will this suffering be experienced by all those
women who have purposely aborted a foetus""
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"T'he Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views
told the woman Confusion, 'Your foetus is fully grown like a hu-
man being. And its dwelling in the womb resembles that of a
hell. It also resembles that of a great rock which oppresses one's
body. If the mother has taken hot food, the foetus will feel as
though it is dwelling in the Heated Hell. If the mother has taken
cold food, the foetus will feel as though it is dwelling in the icy
cold and chilling Hell. It is tormented by acute suffering the whole

day,
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"You are emotionally unstable because of the fire of delu-
sion which gives rise to evil thoughts. That is why you have pur-
posely taken the poison to abort the foetus."
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"You have created such evil karma, so naturally you will

fall into the Avici Hell. The offenders in the Uninterrupted Hell
are your partners."
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Asfter hearing that, the woman Confusion cried sorrowfully.
Again she said to The Buddha, "Once I heard, a wise man said, 'If
we are able to encounter The Buddha or the pure Sangha mem-

bers, whatever evil offences that we have created will be extin-
guished if we seek to repent and reform sincerely. "
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The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views
told the woman Confusion, "It is true. If there is a living being
who has committed all kinds of offences but is able to encounter
The Buddha and the members of the pure Sangha assembly to
repent sincerely and never to commit any more offences, then his
sinful karma will be extinguished. "
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"Hlven if a man has already passed away and entered the
hells, but if his relatives who are still alive are able to cultivate
goodness and small blessings on his behalf, the dead man will
be able to get a rebirth in the heavens!' It this true? I beg The
World Honoured One to explain to me! "
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"Hven if he has passed away, but his family and relatives
are able to pay respect and make obeisance to The Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha and within seven days, they are able to read
and chant on his behalf the Sutra of the Great Vehicle, to make
offerings to the Triple Jewel with fragrant incense and flowers."

HareEEokaamE £EE
B, S RRErEiBiigs, TOKEN,
ﬁgfﬂTmn@gzm ik [ HTE R

"The messenger from the Dark Realm will carry the
Spiritual Banner of five colours and go to the hall of The King
Yama. There are troops of ghosts who stand around the front and
back of the Banner. They sing and praise the dead man. With a
gentle and subtly wonderful voice they report to the King Yama, '
The dead man has accumulated lots of merits !I"
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"When The King Yama sees the arrival of the Banner of five
colours, he is greatly happy and says aloud, '‘May my body which
is full of offences have merits accumulated like him."'"
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“Immediately, the hells are transformed into pure streams.

The hills of knives and the trees of swords are transformed into
lotuses. The offender feels refresh and blissful."
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"[f there is another dead man who does not have faith in the
Buddha Dharma, who does not read and chant the Sutra of the
Great Vehicle, whose mind lacks filial piety, respectfulness, kind-
ness and compassion, but believes in deviant paths and evil views;
and within seven days, there is no next of kin who is alive to
perform goodness and blessings on his behalf."
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"Then the messenger from the Dark Realm will hold the
Black Banner, together with innumerable evil ghosts who make
the following report to The King Yama, 'The dead one has accu-
mulated lots of evil deeds.'"
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When The King Yama sees the Black Banner, he gets an-
gry immediately. All the halls and houses vibrate under his thun-

der-like harsh voice. The offender is immediately sent down to
the eighteen layers of hells."
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"T'he offender is forced to climb the trees of swords and hills
of knives. Or he is forced to lie on the iron bed, to embrace the
bronze pillar, or his tongue is pulled out and ploughed by a bull.
Or his body is beaten by a stony rod, his bones and flesh are
ground to powder by a stone grinder."
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"Ina single day there are million times of birth and death.
And then the offender will repeatedly fall into the Avici Hell, to

experience acute suffering from one kalpa to another without
respite."
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Before The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights And Proper
Views had finished His teaching suddenly there arose from the
empty space a great thunderous roar of a harsh and evil voice
which called out to the woman Confusion, "You have purposely
murdered the foetus. You should receive the retribution of a short
life, I am the messenger of the ghostly troops. Here I am to catch
you to settle the case."

[i=¥i e =fy =t o ofy =¥ o ofy =l o ofu =l =y =ty =l o =fu = = =t = = =du = = u =fu = = n = = =

P B A P P P R e B e B e e e PR PR B B e e e

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




BT 34 AR S, 2 S AR SR

B, Tk [ EEHEAR - HEHRRNKE
W, RREMFE, BERACEEGERA )

The woman Confusion was frightened and lost. She caught
hold of the feet of The Thus Come One and wept. She begged.
"May The World Honoured One propound the Great Dharma Store
of The Buddhas and the way to extinguish all sinful offences to
me, only then will I die in peace! "
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At that time, The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and
Proper Views with the awesome spiritual strength of The Bud-
dha told the ghost messenger, "The Ghastly Ghost of Imperma-
nence, I am now going to teach the woman Confusion the Sutra of
Longevity and the Extinction of Offences. Please wait for a while.
Naturally there will be a change in circumstances."
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*You also should pay attention and listen carefully. I will
also tell you the Secret Dharma Door which was taught by The
Buddhas in the past, The Sutra of the Extinction of Offences and

of Longevity in order to help you all to stay away from the evil
paths."
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The Buddha said, " Confusion, you should know that the
Ghastly Ghost of Impermanence does not give any special favours
to people. Even if you give innumerable amounts of gold, silver,
lapis lazuli, beryl, red pearls, carnelian and other jewellery to
bribe him in exchange for your life, it will still be in vain."
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"Even people who are in honourable positions such as
The King, the Princes, great officers, respectable elders and oth-
ers, who have power and influence will still be unable to escape

the Ghastly Ghost of Impermanence who comes to claim their
lives."

HIfB), RECZENE, MER —ANEasm
BhzE, BE, tEEEMA, EEAEH
B, HIMEE®, REESEEFR,

"Confusion, you should know that only the word '‘Buddha' is
able to sever the suffering of death. Confusion, there are two types
of people who are very rare to be found. They are like the
Udumbara Flower which rarely blooms."
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"The first type refers to those people who never practise
any evil dharma nor commit any karmic offences. The second

type refers to those who are able to repent and reform when they
realise their offences."
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"People like these are rare and the most precious. As you
are able to repent sincerely before me, I will of course teach you
The Sutra of Longevity and The Extinction of Offences, in order
to free you from the suffering of being chased and caught by the
Ghastly Ghost of Impermanence."
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"Confusion, let me tell you. In the future World of Five
Turbidities, if there are people who kill the father, harm the
mother, who purposely abort the foetus, who destroy The Buddha's
Pagoda and Temple......"
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"Who shed The Buddha's blood, who create disharmony
among The Sangha and others, they have created the five un-
wholesome deep offences and will surely fall into the Uninter-
rupted Hell to suffer the acute torments."
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"It these beings who have committed the five unwholesome
offences are able to accept, uphold this Sutra of Longevity and
The Extinction of Offences, to write it down, read and memorize
it or copy it down by themselves, or ask others to copy the Sutra,

they will be able to put an end to their offences and be born in the
Brahman Heaven to enjoy the heavenly blessings."
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"Isn‘t it fortuitous that you are able to meet me personally
presently and thus have an opportunity to extinguish your evil
karma ? Luckily you have already cultivated lots of good roots in
innumerable long kalpas ago. In addition you are eloquent in
asking questions besides repenting and reforming sincerely."
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"So, not long from now, you will be able to turn the Unsur
passed Dharma Wheel and cross over the sea of birth and death.
You will be able to fight against the Heavenly Demon Bo-Xun
and destroy the Banner of Victory which was erected by him. You
should listen wholeheartedly. I will teach you at once the Twelve

Conditioned Links of Causation which was taught by The Bud-
dhas in the past."
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"All the living beings are originally pure. But because of
the arising of a single false thought out of delusion in the past, it
led to the creation of activities. Because of these activities, karmic
forces were created which led to the arising of consciousness to
enter a womb. The consciousness that enters a womb will lead to
the formation of a foetus. When there is a foetus, it is then com-
plete with the six roots such as eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body
and mind." _ , e
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"After leaving the womb, the six roots will experience the
six senses of touch. The six senses of touch will give rise to six
kinds of feelings. When there is feeling, love will arise. When
there is love, the feeling of attachment will arise. Once there is
attachment, a man will try to fight to possess. When there is fight-
ing for possession, it will give rise to future karmic causes."
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"When there are future karmic causes, a man will experi-
ence birth in future. When there is birth, it will naturally lead to
the process of old age and death, and also all the worries, sor-
rows, sufferings and torments. This is known as the Door of the
Twelve Conditioned Links of Causation."
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"It there is no false thought because of delusion,then how
can activities and karmic deeds arise? If there are no activities
and karmic deeds, how then will there be the entering of a womb
by consciousness? When there is no consciousness to enter a
womb, how then will it give rise to a foetus in the form of a body?"
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"When there is no form of a body, the six roots will not
exist. When there are no six roots, there will be nobody to expe-
rience the six kinds of senses of touch. When there are no senses
of touch, there will be no feelings."
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"When there is no feeling, there is no love. Without love,
attachment to possession will not arise. When there is no attach-
ment to possession, there will be no more karmic causes for fu-
ture birth...."
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"When there are no karmic causes for the future birth, there
is no more birth in future. Without birth, there is also no old age
and death. And the worries, sorrows, sufferings and torments
will not follow. This is the Door of Reversal and Extinction of the
Twelve Conditioned Links of Causation."
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"Confusion, you should know that all living beings are un-
able to contemplate the Dharma of the Twelve Conditioned Links
of Causation and so they revolve and suffer in the sea of birth
and death. If there is a man who is able to contemplate the Dharma
of the Twelve Conditioned Links of Causation, then he is able to
see the Reality of Form Dharma. If a man is able to see the Real-
ity of Form Dharma, he will then see The Buddha."
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“When a man sees The Buddha, he is able to see The Bud-
dha Nature. Why do I say so? Because all The Buddhas also base
The Dharma Nature on the Twelve Conditioned Links of
Causation . Now you are able to listen to the Twelve Conditioned

Links of Causation from me, you will obtain the Pure Buddha
Nature. You are suitable to be the Dharma Vessel in the Door of

ifu=fu=ta=ly=fi=lyely=fu=fu=fu=tu=la=lynly=is=ls=iu=fu=fu=tu=lu=lu=lu=lu=is=ls=fu=fu=Fu=lu=lu=la=lu=ls=
AR A A

IR T T TR T =TT




i&uﬁﬁwum—E+L,m Rz 2 B

_j'*F u..\o lu\% EDTEE ?iE'L‘ %?E’L‘%a
XBARE L

"Now I will again tell you the only true Path. You should
give thought to protect every single mindfulness. The single mind-
fulness is known as The Bodhi Mind. The Bodhi Mind is also
known as The Mind of the Great Vehicle."
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"Because the root nature of each living being is
different, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas tactfully teach and dif-

ferentiate the Three Vehicles. You should constantly be mindful
and look after the Bodhi Mind. Never should you forget it."

i=ta =l o]y ofy =Yy =l o oy ofy =l =y ofy ofy ofy =l o s s =fu =fu =l = = u =fu =l = = = = = =

EEEEEEEEEE%EEEEEééEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

04%0F|:I

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




ity =ty =tuly=fy=lsely=fu=fu=fu=lu=lu=lu=lu=lsels=du=fu=fu=tu=lu=lu=lu=du=ls=ls=fu=fu=Fu=lu=lu=la=ls=ls=

WMEe. =, 8. 7. DEBEESE. i
kK REER, AEH=SRE AEEK
BSEZATNG, ME—FEEREE, fREP
R EEH B T X B

"Blven it your body is burnt by the five skandhas of forms,
feelings, thoughts, activities and consciousness, is being swal-
lowed and eaten by the "four snakes" of earth, water, fire and
wind, is being attacked by the "three poisons" of greed, hatred
and delusion, is being invaded by the "six thieves" of forms,
sounds, fragrance, tastes, sense of touch and dharma, and is be-
ing harmed and tormented by the devils and demons, you should
remain unmoving and never should you change your Bodhi

Mind."
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*With the Bodhi Mind, your body will be as hard and firm
as the Vajra Rod. Your mind will resemble the empty space where
no one can really harm and destroy it."
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"If the Bodhi Mind is firm and solid, it is replete with the
four virtues of Nirvana, namely, Permanence, Bliss, True Self and
Purity. It will help you attain The Unsurpassed Proper, Equal
and Perfect Enlightenment."
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"When you are replete with the four virtues of Nirvana, you
will be liberated from the conditions of birth, old age, sickness
and death, and all the realms of hells. Then, the Ghastly Ghost of
Impermanence will naturally have no way to chase and catch
hold of you to settle the case."
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Asfter The Buddha had finished His Teaching, the messen-
ger of the ghosts who dwelt in the empty space gave rise to the
following thought, "The World Honoured One said that even the

hells could also be transformed into Pure Lotus Ponds. Then why
do I not renounce the State of the Ghost Realm?'
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- Then he told the woman, Confusion, " After you have certi-
fied to the sagely path, please do not forget to cross me over!"
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Aiter that, The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and
Proper Views again taught the woman, Confusion, " I have al-
ready taught you the Dharma of the Twelve Conditioned Links of
Causation. Now I will teach you also The Six Paramitas or The
Six Cross-Overs, which are also practised by the Bodhisattvas."
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"What are the six Paramitas? The first Paramita is to give
generously. Giving helps us to overcome feelings of greed and
stinginess. The second Paramita is to uphold the precepts firmly.
By doing so, we will avoid wrong actions and avoid being heed-
less in committing offences."
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“The third Paramita is to be patient always. Such practice
will help you to overcome the feelings of hatred and anger. The
fourth Paramita is to be diligent constantly. A man who is dili-
gent will avoid laxity and heedlessness. The fifth Paramita is to
cultivate concentration diligently. Concentration helps you to avoid
confusion."
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"T'he sixth Paramita is to acquire Wisdom. A wise man will
overcome delusion and ignorance. When a man is able to uphold
the six paramitas fully and completely, only then will he arrive at
the other shore. He should never ever neglect any one of the
Paramitas. There is also a verse on the accomplishment of Bud-
dhahood by The Buddhas in the past."
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"All activities are impermanent. They are the dharma of
birth and death. When there is no more birth and death, a man
will enjoy the bliss of quietude and extinction. You should up-
hold and practise this dharma joyfully."
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At that time, the woman, Confusion was full of happiness
after listening to the Buddha Dharma. Her heart opened up and
became clear and pure. She understood deeply and had an awak-
ening to the Dharma. With the endowment of the spiritual strength
of The Buddha, she rose up to the empty space and reached a
height of seven times the height of a Tor-Lo tree. She sat in medi-
tation peacefully in the empty space.
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At that time, there was a wealthy Brahman of Great Sur-
name whose wealth was incomparable. One day he was infected
with a serious disease. After examination by his doctor, it was

found that his disease could only be cured by partaking a mix-
ture of human eyes and herbs.
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So, the wealthy Elder ordered a servant to sing out aloud,
as follows, in all roads and lanes...."
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"Who can tolerate the pain of digging out his eyes to sell?
I will buy them for a good price. I will exchange them for gold,
silver, pearls and jewels. You can take as much as you wish. I
will not be stingy. It is a promise!"
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The woman, Confusion heard those words while sitting in
the empty space. She was filled with joy and immediately gave
rise to the following thought, "Now that I have listened to the
teaching of The Buddha on The Sutra of Longevity, all my evil
and sinful karmas have been extinguished. My mind has clearly
awakened to The Buddha Nature. And I am able to stay far away
from the Ghastly Ghost of Impermanence and the acute torments
in the hells."
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"] should repay the kindness of The Buddha even if it means
I have to grind down my body and bones into powder." After
thinking like that, she sang out, "I am forty-nine years old now.
After listening to The Sutra of Longevity and The Extinction of
Offences from The Buddha..."
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v, Twill give up my body and life and vow to write fortynine
copies of the Sutra on Longevity, even if it means to grind my
body down into powder. I only hope that all the living beings will
be able to accept, uphold, read and memorize this Sutra. I must
sell my eyes in order to pay those who will help me to write the
Sutra. The value of my eyes is not fixed. You can pay me as you
wish."
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At that time, the Heavenly King Shakra transformed him-
self into forty-nine men who came to the home of the woman
Confusion. They said, "We wish to write the Sutra for you. After
you have seen the Sutra only will you sell your eyes. What do you
‘think?"
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The woman Confusion was genuinely happy and grateful
for their help. Immediately she cut her body and took out a piece

of bone. Then she sharpened it into the shape of a pen. She of-
fered her blood as ink for them to write the Sutra.
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Atfter seven days, they managed to finish writing The Sutra

on Longevity. The men who were the transformation bodies of
The Shakra Heavenly King told Confusion, "We hope that you
will keep your promise. As we have already finished writing The

Sutra, you should dig out your eyes for us after you have read it.
Then we will sell them to the Brahman."
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Then the woman Confusion ordered a man by the surname

Chandera to dig out both her eyes. She also asked the forty-nine
men to give Chandera a share of the money from selling her eyes.
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When Chandera was about to dig out her eyes, the forty-

nine men cried out together to prevent him from doing so. They
praised thus:
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"Rare indeed! Rare indeed! It is inconceivable! This woman,
Confusion who cares not for her body or life, was able to sharpen
her bone as pen, to squeeze out her blood as ink, and endure
great pain and injuries, just for the sake of writing down this
Sutra. How could we have the heart to dig out her eyes?"
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So, with kindness and compassion, they told the woman,
Confusion, " Now, we do not need to sell your eyes to the Brah-

man. But we hope that after you have accomplished The Way,
please come first to rescue and cross us over!"
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“In life after life, wherever you are born, we hope to come
together to you, to become good knowing advisers and widely
‘proclaim this Sutra in order to rescue and cross over all sinful

rlivi beings."
YON
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At that time, the Dragon King Nanda by using his spiritual
penetration power, performed magical transformation, stole the
Sutra of the woman Confusion and kept it at the Dragon Palace.
He accepted, upheld and made offerings to The Sutra. The woman,
Confusion who suddenly lost the Sutra in such a short space of
time, was greatly disturbed. She cried tearfully and ran to see
The Buddha. She said,
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"World Honoured One, I, who cared not for body nor life,
cut my flesh and dug out my bone to write the Sutra of Longevity,
only hoped to widely circulate it among all living beings. But
now I have lost the Sutra. I feel extremely sad, ]ust as though my
body was pierced by a poisonous arrow. Such pain is difficult to
bear."
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The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views
told Confusion. "Your Sutra was taken by the eight-fold Dragon
King, who accepts, upholds and makes offering to it in the Dragon
Palace. In fact, you should be happy about it. Don't be so worried
and sorrowful."
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" Confusion, your present deed is very good. After your life
is over, you will be reborn into the Heavenly Realm of No-form.
With the merits and virtues thus accumulated, you will enjoy
heavenly blessings and bliss. Never will you be born again in the
form of a woman."
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Atthat time, the woman Confusion told The Buddha, " World
Honoured One! My wish is not to enjoy heavenly blessings. But I
only hope to meet The World Honoured One in every life, to pro-
tect the Bodhi Mind and never to retreat from the Bodhi Path.

Wherever I go, I will proclaim this Dharma constantly to all sin-
ful living beings."
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The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views
said, " Are you making false speech?" The woman, Confusion

answered, " If I were to lie to you, may I be again chased and
tormented by the Ghastly Ghost of Impermanence "
—
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v If what I have said is true and not false, before The Bud-
dha, may the wounds on my body be even and as smooth as be-

fore, immediately!" Upon her attestation, her body immediately
recovered to just as before.
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The Thus Come One of Pervasive Lighté and Proper Views
told Confusion, " If you are able sincerely to be mindful of The
Buddha, with one-heart-undivided, then you can travel from one
Buddhaland to the next. You will be able to see innumerable and

numberless Buddha Worlds. Besides, you can also understand
the unspeakable and inconceivable speeches and words of those
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At that time, the woman Confusion in the space of a breath
certified to the Dharma Patience of No-Birth, which is also known
as the Bodhi Mind of Unsurpassed, Proper, Equal and Perfect
Enlightenment.
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" Ma.njushi, you should know that the past Thus Come One
of Pervasive Lights and Proper Views was my former existence;
while the woman Confusion was your former existence. The forty-

nine men are the present forty-nine Bodhisattvas who have just
brought forth the Bodhi Resolve. "
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" Manjushri from innumerable long kalpas until now, I
have always proclaimed to you all this Sutra and the Dharma to
protect the Bodhi, in order to help all the sinful living beings to
eradicate their offences after listening to the Sutra of Longevity
and the Extinction of Offences, even if they can only listen to as
little as half a verse. How much more the effect would be that I
am now again proclaiming it to you! "
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At that time, The King Prasenajit was at his palace. At about
midnight, he heard a lady crying aloud. She was so sorrowful
that her uncontrollable cries almost disturbed the heavens. So he.
gave rise to the following thought, "My inner palace is supposed
to be free from all happenings. But why is there such a sorrowful
cry? What has happened"“
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Inthe morning, King Prasenajit immediately sent people to
all roads and lanes in search of the lady who was grief-stricken.
The King's messenger found the lady and brought her back to the
palace. The lady was so shocked and startled that she lost her
breath and fainted. King Prasenajit ordered people to sprinkle
some water on her face. Gradually she recovered.
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The Great King asked her, "Last night, someone was crying
so sorrowfully and loudly. Could it be you?" The lady answered, "
Yes. Indeed it was I who cried so sadly." The Great King asked,
"Why were you crying in such great pain and sorrow? Who has
bullied you?"
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"The lady answered, "I cried in pain as I was griefstricken
with anger and hatred. In fact, no one has bullied me. May the
Great King listen to my story. I married when I was fourteen
years old. During the thirty years of marriage, I have given birth
to thirty children. Everyone of my children was extremely lovely.
They were born with reddish lips and jade-like white teeth. Ev-
eryone was cute and active. They were like the flowers in Spring."
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'] love them as though they were pearls on my palm. They
are indeed my heart, liver, brain and marrow. I value them more
than my own life. But everyone of them except the youngest have
left me for they all died at a young age."
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"N ow, there remains the last one. He is about one year old.
He is indeed my only hope in life. But he is so sick. I am afraid

that he too will leave me soon. That is why I could no longer
control myself last night and I cried in great pain!"
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Adtter listening to her, the Great King was very worried. He
was really sorry for the lady. He thought to himself, "All the people
rely on me. They are like my sons and daughters. If I do not save

her and help her to solve her problem, then I am not fit to be
called The King."
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So he immediately summoned his officers to discuss the
problem. Among them were the six great officers whose names
were as follows: The first one was known as Seeing Forms, the
second was known as Listening To Sound, the third was known
as Fragrant Feet, the fourth was known as Great Eloquence, the
fifth was known as In Accord To Conditions and the sixth was
known as Not Easily Defiled. Together they, with respect, advised
the Great King,
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"When a baby is born, the family should prepare a
spiritual altar for the seven stars and twenty-eight constellations
to seek blessings and the prolongation of life. Then he will not

suffer from dying young. We only hope that the Great King will
promulgate this method to all people."
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At that time, there was a wise and intelligent great officer

who had cultivated lots of good roots before innumerable
Buddhas. His name was Concentrated Wisdom. He came forth
and told the Great King respectfully. "May the Great King
discern the matter. The method which was suggested by the six
great officers will not be able to relieve the suffering of dying
young. Only The Buddha can extinguish the suffering of dying
young."
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"Presently, The Buddha is by the surname Gautama. He is H

known as The Prince Siddhartha. The Prince attained Enlighten- H
ment without a teacher. He has discovered the truth of the Uni-

verse. Now he is at Mount Grdhrakuta, teaching the Sutra of i=

Longevity and the Extinction of Offences. I only hope that The H

Great King will go and listen to his teaching." T
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"] a man is able to listen to half a verse of this Sutra, all the
offences which were committed by him in hundreds of thousands
of lifes will be extinguished. All the young children who have
heard of the Sutra will gain merits and virtues and they will natu-
rally obtain a long life even if they cannot really understand its
-meaning."
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The King Prasenajit said, "Once the six teachers told me
about the monk by the surname Gautama. They said that he prac-
tised The Way within a very short period of time. His knowledge
is not profound enough but very shallow as he is still young and
naive. According to the six teachers, ' The youth who can create
evil and auspicious transformations is by the surname Gautama.
People who pay respect to him will surely lose the Proper Path'.
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Upon hearing that, the Great Officer Concentrated Wisdom
respectfully presented the following verses to the Great King, "
Sakyamuni is The Teacher of Gods and People for innumerable
kalpas. He has cultivated asceticism. Now He has attained Bud-

dhahood and is turning The Dharma Wheel, He bases His teach-
ing on the teachings of The Past Buddhas. "
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"He never goes against the wishes of all sentient beings.
With kindness and compassion He rescues the lost beings. The
chances for one to encounter a Buddha is like a tortoise which
has come upon a floating log. And also like the blossoming of the
Udumbara Flower. I only hope that The Great King will go and

listen to The Dharma. May The King not listen to the words of the
six deviant teachers."
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At that time, after speaking the verses, Concentrated
Wisdom the Great Officer, by using his spiritual penetration
power left the ground and rose to the empty space. He reached a
height of seven times the height of a Tor-lo tree. Immedmtely,
before The Great King, he chanted a Mantra. And in an instant
he was able to let Mount Sumeru and the waters of the great
seas enter his heart. But his body still remained calm and relax
without obstruction."
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When the King Prasenajit saw such a state, he was filled

with awe. He knew that Concentrated Wisdom the Great Officer

was the genuine Good Knowing Adviser. So he made obeisance
to him and asked, "Who is your Dharma Teacher?"
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Concentrated Wisdom the Great Officer answered, "My
teacher is Sakyamuni Buddha. Now He is dwelling at Mount

Grdhrakuta in Rajagrha (The Royal Palace City) and teaching
The Sutra of Longevity and The Extinction of Offences."
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After listening to that, the Great King was filled with joy.
Immediately he asked Concentrated Wisdom The Great Officer
to take over the tasks of settling important issues in his country.
The Great King gathered a big retinue of relatives, great officers
and Elders. Then the whole procession of jewelled carriages led
by four horses travelled all the way to Rajagrha. He also brought
the lady and her son along.
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When they arrived at Mount Grdhrakuta in Rajagrha they
offered fresh flowers and a hundred kinds of special offerings to
The Buddha. Then they took off the ornaments from their bodies
and circumambulated The Buddha for seven times. They put their
palms together and made obeisance to The Buddha. They also
showered fresh flowers as offerings to The Buddha. Then The
King retold the happenings of the lady to The Buddha.
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Immedia.tely The Buddha told The King Prasenajit, "This

lady was a step-mother in her former life. Out of jealousy she
used poison to murder the thirty children of the first wife."
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"Those sons and daughters who were murdered by her made
the following vows, ' I vow that I will become her son or daughter
in every life. After she has given birth to me, I will die soon at a

young age to cause extreme misery to her. She will suffer just as
though her liver and intestines are being cut into pieces."
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"But now she has come to listen to The Sutra of Longevity
and The Extinction of Offences. Even if she can listen to a single
verse, all her enemies and creditors will never again come to
take revenge on her."
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Atter that, The World Honoured One told the large multi-
tudes in the Dharma Assembly, "When the consciousness of a
foetus enters the womb, The Mara Bo-Xun immediately releases
"four great poisonous snakes" and "six evil thieves" of dustmotes
into his body. If the "four snakes" or "six thieves" are not prop-
erly taken care of, the root of life for the foetus will immediately
be terminated."
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"] have a Dharani Mantra which can help to increase the
lifespan of a child. If the child is infected with diseases and un-
dergoes great sufferings, once he has heard the Dharani Mantra,
the disease will immediately be cured. This Mantra will chase
away all evil ghosts. Then He chanted the following Mantra.
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Yu-LiYu-Luo, Yu-Li-Bo-Lou-Bo-Li-
Wen, Zhi-Zhen-Die, Pin-Die-Ban-Tze-Mo-
Die-Chi-Na-Jia-Li-Su-Bo-He."
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The Buddha said, "If good men and good women are able to
accept, uphold, read and memorize the words of this Dharani
Mantra, or chant the Mantra for the foetus that dwells in the womb,
or sick babies or children for seven days and seven nights, be-
sides making offerings by burning incense and showering flow-
ers, then all the serious diseases and the former offences will be
eradicated. They must also write down listen, accept and uphold
the Mantra wholeheartedly."
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At that time , the Medicine King Bodhisattva, Qi-Po went
forth to The Buddha and said, " World Honoured One! I am known
as The Great Medicine King and am able to cure all diseases.
The small babies may be infected with nine kinds of diseases
which will cause them to die young. What are the nine kinds of
diseases? The first is that the parents have coitus at wrong hours."
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" T'he second is that the place where the baby is being deliv-
ered is defiled by the blood. So the earth spirits leave the home
and the evil ghosts get the chance to enter the household. The
third is that during the delivery, the navel of the baby is infected
with bacteria as it is not properly cleansed with antiseptic. The
fourth is that during the delivery, cotton wool with no antiseptic
is used to wipe the defiled blood from the womb which envelops
the baby.
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"The fifth is that animals are killed in the preparation of a
feast for relatives and friends. The six is that during the preg-
nancy and the period for feeding, the mother partakes all kinds
of raw and cold fruits and food. The seventh is that when the child
is sick, he is fed with all types of meat."
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"The eighth is that during delivery, an inauspicious appear-
ance appears in the delivery room. And if the umbilical cord is
still attached to the mother, the mother will die. If the umbilical
cord is already cut off, the baby will die."
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* What is meant by the inauspicious appearance? For ex-
ample people may see all types of dead carcasses and different
unusual, strange and unclean appearances. Because the eyes see
unclean appearances, so, it is known as inauspiciousness. If we
grind the Niu Huang, pearls and granulated bright sand into
powder and mix it with honey to feed the baby, it will help to

stabilise his mind and spirit. And he will escape from all inaus-
piciousness."
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"The ninth is that the baby is affected by an evil ghost when

he is taken for a walk at night. All new born babies should be

taken care of properly in o'rder to avoid all the above situations.
Then they will not die young."
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At the same time, in the palace of the Mara, the Heavenly
Mara Bo-Xun who had the penetration of others' thoughts, knew
that the Buddha was teaching The Dharani Mantra of Longevity,
The Extinction of Offences and The Protection of Young Chidren
to the multitudes. So he was very angry. He scolded harshly and
was worried and displeased.
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The King of Mara has three daughters. They saw that their

father was extremely angry, uneasy and worried. So they went
forth to enquire with him, " May we know why our father, The
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The Mara's King answered, " That Monk by the surname

Gautama is now teaching The Sutra of Longevity and The Ex-
tinction of Offences to innumerable living beings at Mount
Grdhrakuta in Rajagrha. He intends to widely circulate and pro-
claim this Sutra to all present and future living beings, so that
they will attain the bliss of longevity. By doing so, he has invaded

my Mara's state and brought about great harm. So, how can I not
give rise to evil thoughts?"
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" Now, I want to lead my retinue of relatives and all the
Mara's soldiers to conquer Him. Even if I cannot stop The Monk
Gautama from proclaiming The Sutra of Longevity and The Ex-
tinction of Offences, but with my present strength of awesome
spiritual penetration, I can close the ears of all heavenly beings

and the multitudes in that Assembly so that they will be unable
to hear The Buddha speak The Sutra."
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Astter hearing that, the three daughters of Mara immediately
advised their father by verses,

"The Heavenly Mara Bo-Xun has three daughters,

Who made obeisance before their father, The King and said,
'The Monk Gautama is The Teacher of Gods and People,
The power of the Mara is unable to affect him.

Formerly He dwelt under the Bodhi Tree,

When He first sat on the Auspicious Dharma Seat,

The three of us tried to lure Him with our beauty,
As we are the most beautiful among the Heavenly ladies.’
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"+ We used hundreds of kinds of beautiful dances to
capture His attention,

But the Bodhisattva did not even give rise to a thought
of indulgence

He contemplated the three of us as old ladies,

So now He has attained The Bodhi of Proper Enlighten
ment.

And become The Teacher of all beings.

Father, you with your bow and arrows tried to frighten
Him,

With your soldiers and weapons that fully filled up the
empty space,

But The Bodhisattva contemplated them like a show
for children,

He was not frightened, neither did He retreat from The
Bodhi Mind.

So now He is certified to The Bodhi Path and becomes
The Dharma King.

We only hope that our father, The King will put to rest
his evil thoughts. ' "
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After listening to the verses of his daughters, the Heav-
enly Mara Bo-Xun reviewed his plan and readjusted his retinue
of relatives into new groupings. He chose an efficient troop of
intelligent soldiers and told them, " I will go with you all to the
dwelling of The Buddha. We must pretend that we want to
surrender. We must make use of different kinds of skills and
means so that The Buddha will believe in us. "
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"It we are able to get his trust, then we can use the chance
to do all kinds of evil deeds, in order to obstruct the propagation
of this Sutra. " After saying that, together with his retinue
of Mara he went to the dwelling of The Buddha. They
circumambulated The Buddha for seven times. After that he said,
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» World Honoured One, are you tired after speaking The
Dharma? I now bring my retinue of relatives along to listen to
The Sutra of Longevity and The Extinction of Offences. We wish
to become the disciples of The Buddha. I only hope that The World
Honoured One whb is kind and compassionate will accept us.
May I obtain what I have desired. "
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The World Honoured One scolded the King of Mara imme-
diately, " You were already full of anger when you were at your
palace. Your plan is to come here and pretend to walk about in
my Assembly, waiting for a chance to commit evil deeds. In our
Buddha Dharma, we forbid deceit. "
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Immediately the King of Mara Bo-Xun was ashamed of him-
self. He stopped putting on his deceitful appearance and said to
The Buddha. "World Honoured One! My stupid and deceitful plans
can surely not be concealed from you. May The Buddha who is
greatly kind and compassionate forgive my offences! Now that I

have heard The Dharani Mantra on Longevity and The Extinc-
tion of Offences and The Protection of Young Children, I vow that,
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" In the Dharma Ending Age, if there are living beings who
accept, uphold, write down, read and recite this Sutra, wherever

they may be, I will protect them so that no evil ghosts will have
the chance to harm them. '"
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" If those people who have already fallen into the hells are
to remember and be mindful of this Sutra for just an instant, I
will use my spiritual powers to take the water of the great seas

and pour it on the offenders so that they will feel refresh with the
moisture of water. I will transform the great Hells into lotus ponds

too."" -
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At that time, there were many flying Raksasas. With Eat-
ing Children Raksasa as their leader they came together with
their retinue of Raksasas of the same family. They came down
from the empty space and circumambulated The Buddha for a
thousand times. They told The Buddha, " World Honoured One!
We for innumerable kalpas have been born as Raksasas. Our
retinue of relatives are as many as there are sands in the Ganges
River." . n TN (. @
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"Everyone of us suffer from hunger. Wherever we go, we
will look for foetus and new born babies. We then eat their flesh
and drink their blood. Our retinue always spy on all living be-
ings and we wait for the time when the husband and wife are
having coition in order to eat the sperm. Then, they will have no
children. Or at times, we follow them and enter the womb to de-
stroy the foetus and partake the blood."
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"Orwe try to find a chance to kill the newborn baby within
the first seven days. Until a child is ten years old, our retinue will
change themselves into all kinds of evil worms and poisonous
bacteria to enter the stomach of the child. We consume his
internal organs, tissues and blood. By doing so, the child will
vomit milk and be infected with dysentery. Sometimes he may
. e mfeeted w1th 1ntest1nal disorders or malarla, o
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r at times, we will cause him to be so sick that his eyes
become greenish blue in colour. The body will be swollen with
water and the belly is inflated. Gradually we are able to take
away his life. Now that we have listened to The Buddha's
teaching on Longevity, The Extinction of Offences and The
Protection of Young Children, we will uphold the order. of The
World Honoured One even if it means that our retinue will have
to suffer from hunger. We will never again dare to eat foetus and
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The Buddha told the Raksasas, " You all should accept and
uphold the precepts in the Buddha Dharma. By upholding the
precepts, after the passing away of the Raksasa's body, you will

then be able to attain a rebirth in the Heavens to enjoy blessings
and bliss. "
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igain, The Buddha told the multitudes in the Assembly, "If
there is a child who is suffering from all kinds of diseases, you
should teach the kind mother to take out a small portion of the
breast milk and disperse it into empty space, to give to all the
Raksasas. And with a pure body and mind, she should accept
and uphold this Dharani Sutra on Longevity, the Extinction of
Offences and The Protection of Young Children. She may write it
down, read and recite it. The child will soon recover from his

sickness."AfT 2750 0T fiX 2350, 4 A0k T [6] 4
. [ ZEMER, RIBELFEE—YE
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When all the Raksasas heard this, they were extremely
happy and told The Buddha, " If we are able to attain a rebirth in
the Heavens; our retinue will never again harm children and take
their milk. Even if we were to swallow iron pellets, we will never

Tile o o
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"After the Buddha has entered Nirvana, if there is a man
who can read, recite, accept and uphold this Sutra, wherever he
may be, we will carry the Vajra Rod of The Buddha to protect
him. We will never let evil men get the chance to disturb and
harm The Dharma Master, neither will we allow evil ghosts to
cause any harm and misery to young children. "
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At that time, all the great Heavenly Kings and their reti-
nue, all the Dragon Kings, Yaksa Kings, Asura Kings, Garuda
Kings, Kinnaras Kings, Mahoragas Kings, Xue-Li Dou Kings, Pi-
She-Zhe Kings, Fu-Dan-Na Kings, Jia-Zha-Fu-Dan-Na Kings and
other Kings who each brought along their retinue of followers

and relatives came. RS, .
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They made obeisance to The Buddha. Then they brought
forth the same mind, put their palms together and said, " World
Honoured One! From now onwards, wherever there are Bhikshus,
Bhikshunis, Upasakas and Upasikas who are able to accept and
uphold this Sutra of Longevity, or write it down, we together with
our retinue will always protect such a person and the place where

he dwells." > foq2 T I
AT HIETR. HATREEN
A D= e ri0d b N —
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*We Kings are able to chase away all evil ghosts. There
are evil ghosts who disturb and harm living beings and cause
them to be infected with diseases. If such a patient is able to
write down, accept, uphold, read and recite this Sutra with a
pure body and mind, we Kings will subdue all the evil ghosts so

that they will be unable to harm this man. Neither will he die in
an accident or experience great pain and torture in his death
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At that time, The Heavenly Spirits of Firm and Solid Earth
also left their seats. Respectfully they said to The Buddha, " World

Honoured One! If any disciple of The Buddha accepts and up-

holds this Sutra of Longevity, the Extinction of Offences and The

Protection of Young Children, we Heavenly Spirits of Earth will

always provide him with abundant food from the earth in order

to strengthen him. He will obtain the blessing of a long life. "
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"We will always offer all kinds of gold and silver, wealth,

grains and rice to the man who has faith in this Sutra, so that he
will never lack anything. He will have a healthy and peaceful
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body with no more worries, suffering and anger. " /@
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" His mind will always be blissful for he has obtained
superior blessings. No evil ghosts will be able to take away his
life. If there is a new born baby, within the first seven days of his
birth, we Earth Spirits will protect him so that he will not die

young." 4= . s
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After that, The Vajra of Great Strength also said to The
Buddha at the Assembly, " World-Honoured One! After The Thus
Come One has spoken this Dharani Mantra of The Sutra of
Longevity, The Extinction of Offences and The Protection of Young
Children, all the different Heavenly Kings and their retinue, those
Raksasa Kings, The Dharma Protectors and the good spirits all

vowed to protect those who read, recite and write down this Sutra.
Besides they also offer them whatever they need so that they will
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" I once asked the Great Virtuous One Bhargavan and He
taught me the Great Spirtual Strength Mantra of Auspicious
Words. If there are living beings who are able to hear these words
for once, in hundreds of thousands of life-time, they will not expe-
rience the suffering of a short life. Besides they will be endowed

with innumerable blessings and longlife. Besides their bodies
will be free from sicknesses. "

BAANEES, BRESIEE, &
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" Hven the four Maras dwelling in their body will be
under control. So such a being will live long. He may live up to
one hundred and twenty years old. He can even attain a state

with no aging and no-death. He will attain the Fruition Position
of Non-Retreating, "
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" If those disciples of The Buddha who are infected with
serious diseases are able to hear this mantra, the evil ghosts will
have no way to take away their lives. " Then The Great Strength
Vajra chanted this mantra:

% s, WEAF, HPADEE, M
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BEE, AT ER, LT AT, HEMW,
"Duo-Ti-Ye-Ta, Zhan-Ta-Li, Zhan-Ta-Luo-Pi-Ti, Zhan-Ta-Luo-

Mo-Niu, Zhan-Ta-Luo-Pa-Ti, Zhan-Ta-Pu-Li, Zhan-Ta-Luo-Men-Yi,
Zhan-Ta-Luo-Ti-Li, Zhan-Ta-Fei-Mie, Zhan-Tu-Luo, Zhan-Ta-Luo-
Po-Luo-Zi, Zhan-Ta-Luo-Fu-Ta-Li, Zhan-Ta-Luo-Po-Ti-Yi, Zhan-Ta-
Luo-Po-Mie, Zhan-Ta-Luo-Fa-Zhi, Zhan-Ta-Luo-Lu-Ji, Su-Po-Ho.""
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The Buddha said, " Good indeed! Good indeed! The Great
Strength Vajra! Now, if you propagate this Auspicious Spiritual
Mantra of Protecting the Young Children, you will soon become
The Greatest Leader and Teacher of all sentient beings. "
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The Buddha then turned to speak to Manjushri Bodhisattva,

" Manjushri! You should know that this Mantra was proclaimed
by all the past Buddhas. It has the awesome strength to protect
all cultivators. Besides, it helps to increase the lifespan of Gods
and people and to eradicate all offences, defilements and evil
views. It also helps to protect those who uphold this Sutra so that

they will increase in blessings and obtain a prolongation of
lifespan. " g
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ain, The World Honoured One spoke to the Dharma
Prince Manjushri, " After my extinction, in the Evil World of Five
Turbidities, if there is a Bhikshu who goes against the rules of
the precepts taught by me, who is attached to Bhikshunis and
other girls, or who desires the Shramanas and Shramaneras, or
who partakes meat and drinks wine ....."

Tizme, SgEtHRezEL, m
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"Who has strong and uncontrollable desire for love, or who
carries out other impure worldly affairs, but still does not give
rise to a sense of shame or remorse. Such a mind resembles that
of a piece of hard wood and he is sure to be despised by worldly
people. Indeed he will destroy my Dharma. You should know that
such a Bhikshu is not my disciple. He belongs to the group of

Bhikshus who practise the five unwholesome deeds. He also be-
longs to the retinue of Heavenly Mara and is in the group of the
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Bhikshus like these will have a short life. Those Bhikshunis
who break the precepts will also receive the same retribution.
But if they are able to repent and reform sincerely, and never to
again commit such offences, besides receiving and upholding this
Sutra, then they will be free from offences and obtain longevity. "
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" Moreover, Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, if there are Bodhisattvas who slander
others, who enjoy praising themselves for being full of merits,
virtues, goodness and beauty, who are stingy to teach and pass
on the Great Vehicle Sutra to others, such Bodhisattvas truly be-
are not true Bodhisattvas. "
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ut if such a Bodhisattva is able to sincerely and whole-
heartedly receive and uphold this Sutra, to write it down, read
and recite it, then he will also obtain an indestructible, perma-
nent Vajra Body just like all the Buddhas. Moreover, Manjushri,
after my extinction, in the Evil World of Five Turbidities, if there
is a king who Kkills or harms his parents, who kills his relatives
without any reason, who does not carry out his duties in accor-
dance with the Proper Dharma ............
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........ who invades other countries for no reason at all and
who kills loyal officers if they try to advise him. On top of that, he
indulges deeply in sexual desires and goes against The Proper
Dharma which was set up by his forefathers in the King's Lin-
eage. Besides he destroys the Buddha's pagodas and temples, and
burns down the Buddha's images and sutras. The country of such
an evil king will face the calamities of floods and drought. The
wind and rain will not come at proper time and so the citizens

: w1ll suffer from thirst and hunger. Many of them will die of plague "
5 om thirgt and hunge ~$
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"As the king is unruly, so he will obtain a short lifespan in
this life. After he has passed away, he will fall into the Great
Avici Hell. But if he is able to write down this Sutra, to
propagate the Sutra widely besides making offerings to it to
repent and reform sincerely his offences, and to carry out his
tasks and country's affairs in accordance with the Proper Dharma
set up by his forefathers in the King's Lineage, then he will gain

longevity R 8, XHk! BRELE, REREH
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" Moreover, Manjushri, after my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, if there are High Officers and those
officers appointed by the Royal Palace, who enjoy a salary but do
not carry out their duties wholeheartedly. These unfaithful offic-
ers are not shameful nor do they feel remorseful in their mis-
deeds. They are pretentious and deceitful. They praise falsely and
are not loyal to the country. They are greedy and corrupt, and go
.. against the law. On top of that they bully the people and kill
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" With their power, strength and position, they claim

others' wealth and jewels as their own without any consideration.
They also harm the people in their country. In addition, they look
down on the Sutras and obstruct the propagation of the Great
Vehicle Buddha Dharma. People like these will obtain a short
lifespan in this life. After they have passed away, they w111 fall
into the Av101 Hell and never will they obtam arelease. "
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" But if they are able to sincerely repent and reform, in ad-
dition to accept and uphold this Sutra, write it down, read and
recite it, then they will obtain longevity and are able to regain
their position as High officers and enjoy wealth. Moreover,
Manjushri, after my extinction, in the Evil World of Five
Turbidities, if there are Good Men or Good Women who dwell in
the homelife to practise The Buddha's teaching, but later they
change their faith and believe in the confused and evil views of

v,the deviant path for they no longer have faith in the Proper
Dharma of The Great Vehicle. yagc \ . &
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" People like these are very stingy They prefer to store up
innumerable amounts of hundreds of thousands of gold and sil-
ver pieces but refuse to give them away. Their greed is never
satiated for they will continue to seek and acquire more wealth
and benefit. These rich people do not enjoy giving in order to
relieve the poor. Besides, they cannot write down, accept, up-
hold, read and recite the Twelve Divisions of the Sutras. They

will never be able to escape the suffering which is brought about
by the Ghastly ‘Ghost of Impermanence. "
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* The household of such a person will not be peaceful. In-
auspicious events will take place in the most unlikely manner
without any reason at all. For example, there may be the sudden
appearance of sparrows under the stove; snakes will glide into
the halls and bedrooms; dogs may suddenly climb up the house

while rats will produce hundreds of kinds of sounds. Many wild
a.mma.ls and birds will try to push their way into hlS house "
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"Hundreds of kinds of ghastly ghosts of the forests will ap-
pear in his house. Seeing the ghosts and strange sights, the man
will be afflicted and be extremely frightened. Such a man may
die young because he is tortured by these afflictions and fright-
ening appearances. But if he is able to accept, uphold and write
down this Sutra, and widely circulate it for people to read and

recite, then he will overpower the above strange happenings. He
will then obtain a long life. "

TE, X% BREZE, RERE
th, EHNE, AARE, ILLKXRE, B
& R EM AR 2t ARER?

" Moreover, Manjushri after my extinction, in the Evil World
of Five Turbidities, there will be living beings who as parents,
will continue to be concerned and worry about their grown up
children. Because of worries and overconcern their mind is
always unsettled. What is the reason for this? "
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* For example, the boy who has grown up to be a man is
forced to enter the military according to the law of the country.
He is not free to go anywhere and his parents will continue to
worry about him. Such is called the sickness of the mind. Or
maybe the grown-up daughter who has already married is being
looked down by the husband's family. The husband and wife never
live in harmony. The daughter will be bullied by the mother-in-
law. Because of overconcern over their daughter, the mind is never
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"Because of an unsettled mind, such a man is tortured by
worries, suffering and anger throughout the day. This will again
cause him to fall sick easily. He will suffer from all kinds of dis-
eases in the present lifespan. Finally he is sure to die young. "
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» But if such a man is able to write down, accept and up-
hold this Sutra, then he will obtain longevity. Because of the
strength of the Sutra and Mantra, the marriage will be success-
ful and blissful. The in-laws will live in harmony. The son will
return home peacefully and so the sickness of the mind will be
eradicated. "
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*Moreover, Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, there will be living beings who are not
replete with a mind of kindness and compassion. They kill and
harm living beings and devour the flesh of all kinds of
animals. Manjushri! Such behaviour is the same as killing one's
parents, and it also resembles the eating of our next-of-kin and
friends."
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" Because of killing and harming living beings, in addition
to destroying the foetus, such a man will have a short life in this
life time. Even when the husband and wife are having coition,
the sperm will be eaten by the Evil Raksasas and so they wil!
have no chiidren in future. "
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" But if he is able to write down, accept, uphold, read and
recite this Sutra, then he can escape the evil fruition of a short
life with no children to carry down his surname. Moreover,
Manjushri, after my extinction, in the Evil World of Five
Turbidties, all living beings are born without spiritual
penetration of their past lives. So they do not know the law of
cause and effect. When they temporarily obtain a human form,
they feel that they should fully enjoy themselves presently." ___
e \

I a—

=t =l =y =y =y =i oy oy =Yy =l = fu =fu =fu =l o ofu =fu =fu = = =fu =fi = = = =fu = = = = = =
EEEEEEEEéééEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

. . ‘, ‘ . A ‘ %) :
h i 3 A\ LRI Y

T B P e e e e e ééEEEEéEEEEEEE




MNatsEERl, HikEtmA, HiE

NEER, EBfMEL, HEkfiAda, XA
BAREZHE, ARKE.

" Besides, such a man will create all sorts of sinful karma
with his body. Maybe he enjoys slandering others, or he may use
his powerful, honourable and wealthy position to threaten
others' lifes. He will give rise to all kinds of evil thoughts. On top
of that he will have no faith in the Great Vehicle Sutra for he is
arrogant and proud. "
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" People like these will not live long in this life. But if such a
man is able to repent and reform sincerely, and with a subdued,
soft and gentle mind, he is able to write down this Sutra and
accept, uphold, read and recite it. With the strength of such good
roots, he may have the chance to prolong his life. Even if he is
seriously sick and has to face all calamities and dangers, he will

never die in an accident. " =
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" Moreover, Manjushri! after my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, if there is a living being who has to
represent the country to go to another country at the order of the
King, or who has to seek for treasures and wealth so as to fulfil
the wishes and instructions of his parents. He may have to travel

down dangerous paths and cross the deep seas to conduct his
business affairs. "

Elamamtmensg, ReEuER
, BEEIRER, ZEBA SEEX.

" But after such a man has acquired wealth and benefits,
he becomes proud, arrogant and stubborn. He does bad things
such as playing chess, gambling and dancing. He befriends evil
men and spend his money on prostitutes.”
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" As he does not follow the order of the King, neither does
he listen to the teaching and advice of his parents, he will lose
his life finally for spending too much time drinking and
seeking the companionship of beautiful women. "

X EMEEERER A, ERME,
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" Or at times he may be lucky enough to stay alive with a

little treasure and wealth. But because of drinking, his mind gets
confused and so he is unable to differentiate the safety of the

roads. Finally he will enter a dangerous path and be robbed by
~evil robbers. He will then be killed. "
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" But if he is able to write down this Sutra, to widely bring
forth the deep vows, then wherever he dwells, the evil robbers
will not come forth. All evil animals will be unable to harm him.
His mind is blissful and so the body is naturally calm and at

ease. His wealth and jewels will always be with him. With the
strength of the Sutra and Mantra, he will obtain a long lifespan.
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" Moreover, Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, if there are living beings who have
created bad karma and fallen into the hells after passing away.

After they have finished undergoing the retribution of the hells,
they will be born as animals. "
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" Kiven if such a man is able to obtain a human form, his six
roots will be incomplete. Maybe he is born deaf, blind, dumb and
mute. The shape of the body may be hunch-backed, deformed,
with abnormal curvature of the spine. Or at times such a person
isborn as a woman who is illiterate and unable to read the Sutras.
Even if he is born as a man, he will be deluded, stupid and dull in
nature because of the evil karma from past lives. He will not be
able to read and recite The Sutra of Longevity. "

Bl ERBE, LB RO
BiR, BEEE
" Asheis always worried and experiences all kinds of suf-

ferings and anger, his mind is never at ease and so he will die at
a young age. "
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" But if he is able to invite a Good Knowing Adviser to write
the Sutra for him in order to give to others, besides making obei-
sance respectfully and wholeheartedly to the Sutra. With the in-
numerable merits and virtues thus accumulated he will never
have to undergo such evil retribution. He will have a long life in
this life time.»
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" Moreover, Manhushri! After my extlnctlon, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, if there is a living being who after his
death, his relatives are able to practise good deeds on his behalf
so as to create merits and virtues for him within the first seven
days or forty-nine days. If the merits and virtues were to be

divided into seven portions, the deceased will obtain the
beneﬁt of one portion. " . .ceas . .
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*On the contrary, within forty-nine days, if a man who dur-
ing his present lifespan is able to stop all household and worldly
activities to write this Sutra, to offer incense and flowers to it
and to make obeisance to The Buddha. He also specially
prepares seven kinds of vegetarian food as Dana to offer to the

Sangha in order to cultivate offerings. The merits and virtues
thus accumulated will be as many as there are sands in the

Conges VMU ke, W AMMEEKE, KERES
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" By doing so, such a man will obtain a long life in this life
time. He will never fall into the "three evil paths" to undergo
acute sufferings. If he has already passed away, his next-of-kin
can then use his wealth and property to practise giving widely,
to relieve the poor and make offerings to the virtuous ones in the
ten directions. If they can cultivate such blessings and virtues
for him, the dead one will obtain all the seven portions of merits
and virtues. " , o 7
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" Moreover. Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities,. if there are those living beings who
are not filial to their parents, who are unkind and with no com-
passion. Instead, they create the five unwholesome deeds. Besides,
they are not grateful to their parents, neither do they show any
love towards their parents, neither do they show any love towards
their brothers and sisters. "

BHRExEMREMET, SHHHE
Fo MEHRERBR=%FA, TEAEAZFR, %K%
— Ul e E RIERERATN, TEXEIE
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" But the Heavenly King Who Practises The Path still goes
around all worlds under the Heavens, playing all kinds of music.
He also sends His retinue of relatives to Jambudvipa during the
Vegetarian Diet Months so as to bring benefit to all living

beings . If a man is involved in accidents or falls sick seriously,
The Heavenly King Who Practises The Path will still help him to

5
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get rid of the evil ghosts. Then he will recover from sickness.)]
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" But, if the living beings are not filial to their parents, are
full of jealousy and create evil deeds, they will fall sick by
encountering the Ghost King Who Disperses Diseases. The Ghost
King will blow foul air at them. They will then be infected with
diseases like the plague or malaria. They will be weak because
of malaria, or get confused when they are controlled by evil ghosts.

Or the whole body is infected with ringworm and other chronic
diseases. !
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" But if such a man is able to purify his body and mind,
burn incense and shower flowers before writing down this Sutra,
on the first day of the first Lunar month, or make obeisance to
The Buddha and offer Dana to the Sangha besides uphelding the

precepts and observing the vegetarian diet before reciting this
Sutra for seven days. Then, he will never fall sick forever because
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" Moreover, Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbiditles, the spiritual roots of living beings will
gradually deteriorate and blessings will get less. At the end of
the kalpa, there will appear in the sky seven suns which shine at
the same time. Even if there are not as many as seven, but due to

the King who is lacking in virtue, the land will face droughts,
with the air resembling that of burning fire. "

Kt FFRE—IEHRA, BAHE,
ERIERE, ST,

" All the grass, herbs, wood and forests, the hundred kinds
of grains and sugar cane, rice, hemp, flowers, fruits and others
on the earth will wither and die. "
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" But if the King and all living beings are able to read and
recite, accept and uphold this Sutra, the Dragon Kings Nanda,
Prananda and others will show pity on living beings. They will
lift the water from the great seas to moisturize all woodland, for
ests, grains, herbs, flowers, fruits, sugar cane and others. The

rain like sweet dew will moisturize all beings. Everyone will gain
longevity because of the strength of the Sutra and Mantra. "
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" Moreover, Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, if there are living beings who are
without righteousness and are greedy for wealth while carrying
out their business affairs, and who cheat their customers by ad-
justing the weighing machines and giving wrong measurements.
Such smful karma, wxll send them down to the Hells after death
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v After the retribution in the Hells, they will be born as
animals like cows, horses, goats, donkeys, pigs, elephants, birds
and other wildlife, worms, mosquitoes, ants and other insects. "
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" If there is a great Bodhisattva who is replete with kind-
ness and compassion who is to recite this Sutra repeatedly be-
fore all animals, birds, wildlife, snakes, worms, rats, ants and
others, so that they will hear this Sutra in their original conscious-

ness, then these beings will each attain liberation from their
groups and kinds with the strength of the Sutra and Mantra. "
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" These animals and minute beings will leave their present

life forms and be born in the Heavens to enjoy bliss. But if there
is a Bodhisattva who is not replete with kindness and compas-
sion, who does not have pity on living beings, and is unable to
widely proclaim this Sutra, then he is not the disciple of The Bud-
dha. He belongs to the retinue of Mara. "

H, X% BREZE, REAE
f, HEKE, OPRIE, TMEHESHE, %
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» Moreover, Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, if there are living beings who are arro-

gant and have no faith in the Sutra of Buddha Dharma, besides
they slander my Dharma. "
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* Or when The Buddha Dharma is spoken but the audience
is not attentive, then these offenders will obtain a short lifespan.
After passing away, they will be born in the Hells. "

EOEGFHEKER, —YIAEEEw
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"Ttthereisa Way-Place which lectures on this Sutra of Lon-
gevity, and all living beings are able to go and listen to the Sutra,
or exhort others to do so besides sharing the seats with them. "
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"Such people are the great Dharma Protectors in Buddhism.
g
They will obtain longevity and never fall into the Three Evil Paths.

If there is a man who wishes to speak this Sutra, then he can
simply arrange a pure Way-Place which can be just a simple room.

NE, % BREZE, RESEH
H£4y, HA—HN%E,

" Moreover, Manjushri! After my extinction, in the Evil
World of Five Turbidities, all those pregnant women who kill
and devour the flesh of living beings or eat eggs so as to
strengthen their bodies. "
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" Such a woman who is lacking in kindness and compas-
sion will get the retribution of a short lifespan presently. She will
face a difficult delivery and might even die from it. "

Bl sk TmIL, HERRREE,
E2HF ZELE,

" Kiven if she can deliver the child safely, he will turn out to
be the creditor or enemy who comes to seek a repayment of debts.
He can never be the good knowing adviser who is beneficial to
the family. "

P TE e BB rE b e rE BB B B R rE TR B T e B rE TR rE TR FE B e

e 127 0|

§=aefy=yy={y=fyyy=yy=iy=ly=y=fy=iyfy=fu=is=fy=y=fy=fyty=yy=iy=ly=fy=is=fy=fy=u=iy=fy=y=ds=ls=ty=

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




-+ — — N
JE%FE%E,Xﬁﬁsﬁ&,iﬁﬁ

i, BT Am~, KE—VIRE, F
iﬁ KL Fo RKBR/E, K&iFx, HEM

" But if this woman is able to bring forth good vows besides
writing down this Sutra, accept, uphold, read and recite it, then
she will not have to face a difficult delivery. Safely she will de-
liver the child without any hindrance. Mother and child will both
be blissful. She will get what she has wished for, either a son or a
daughter. "
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" Again, The Buddha spoke to Manjushri Bodhisattva, " This
Sutra of the Buddha on Longevity and The Extinction of Offences
and The Twelve Conditioned Links of Causation that I am now
speaking was also spoken by all Past Buddhas. If living beings
are able to accept, uphold, read and recite this Sutra, they will
obtain great blessings and benefits. Their present lifespan will
be more than one hundred and twenty years. " ,
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"When they are to pass away, torturing such as the cutting
of bodies with the knives of wind will not be experienced by them.
In fact they will be free from all sufferings. They will obtain The
Buddha's Vajra, Permanent and Indestructible Body for reading
the Sutra of Buddha's Nature. Such a body is naturally.clear and
pure. with firm and solid mindfulness in every thought. Wher-
ever they are, they will constantly be protected and illuminated
by all Bodhisattvas. "
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" The Bodhisattva Who Contemplates The Sound of The =

World and Mahasthamaprapta Bodhisattva will come to welcome T

the man who is mindful of Buddha. They'ride on white elephants =T
with six tusks and travel on clouds of five colours. They bring

along a Lotus Flower dais to lead him to attain rebirth in the F\:'

Land of Perpetual Buddhas. He will naturally be blissful and H

does not have to undergo ' ) =T

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=tu =l =¥ =l o of s ofu =y =y =fu =fu =l =l = od s o s o = u = u =fu =fu =fu =l = = = = =y = = = = =

I\

i

EEEEé%EEEE%EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




(R=fn =iyl y=fyafyatyafyafyay ofy iy uf g of s of g uf g of g of g uf g oy oyl g o o gl g g ol 'y g g

Xk REME, —VIBEARE, TEE
=t = N >
RAFMEE, ANk, AUk ik
o W, RELEREED, BRREFE,

" Manjushri, you should know that all deluded living
beings do not realize that their lifespan can be as short as the
sparks from rubbing stones or the lightning. Their lifespan also
resembles the foam on the water surface. So in their ignorance

they are not frightened nor worried while awashed in the sea of
birth and death. "
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" Since these living beings do not realize their danger which
resembles that of burning eye-brows, they greedily indulge in
the benefits of wealth, love and sensual desires. Or they consume
so much wine that their lifespan is at stake. There are also those

who are jealous, deluded and arrogant. Most of them will sink in
the sea of suffering with no chance for liberation. "
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" Only the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and the Enlightened
Ones are able to cross over the sea of birth and death. The Ghastly
Ghost of Impermanence comes at an unpredictable time. Even if
we wish to bribe him with innumerable and limitless amounts of
gold. silver, money and precious jewels, and seek to lengthen our
life, it will still be in vain. "
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"An living beings should know and contemplate constantly
that the body is just like "four great poisonous snakes" (earth,
water. fire and wind) with innumerable worms that feed on it
throughout the days and nights. They should \contémplate that
the body is full of evil. It is like a dead dog which is not to be
desired. And the body is impure, with the nine apertures that
produce smelly dirt, wax and sweat constantly. And it is also like

place for Raksasa Ghosts."
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" Living beings should also contemplate that the body is
like the morning dew which cannot dwell long. It will be eaten
by birds and hungry dogs, so we should renounce the foul and
smelly body to seek the Mind of Enlightenment, We should con-
template the time of death, when a man suffers acute pain just as

though millions of arrows are penetrating his heart, and he is
helpless to do anything. "
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"When the root of life is completely cut off, the body swells
and is covered with greenish bruises, within the first five days.
Blood, pus and foul liquid will ooze out. Even our beloved par-
ents, wives and sons will not desire to take a look at it. "
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» Hlven if it is buried in the earth, the flesh and bones will
separate. The bones of the skeleton such as the tibia, scapula
ribs, spine and others will be at different positions. The flesh,
intestines, stomach, liver, kidneys, lung, heart and others will all
be the feeding place of abundant worms and bacteria. "
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" If we are able to contemplate thus, then we will realize
that there is no one who is really in existence. That even if we
were lucky enough to be born in the world, all the gold, silver.
pearls, carnelian, money and treasure are nothing that we can

cling to. Then such a man will know how to renounce the foul,
smelly body in search of the Bodhisattva Path. "
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" If there are living beings who seek to escape from these
sufferings, then they should sacrifice all earthly possessions, even
to the point of sacrificing their life in order to write down this
Sutra besides accepting, upholding, reading and reciting it. "
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" T'his Sutra of the Buddha on the Twelve Conditioned Links
of Causation is the secret store of all Buddhas. If a man is able to
make offerings to it, circulate it and be mindful of it wholeheart-
edly, then he will be certified to The Unsurpassed Proper Equal

and Perfect Enlightenment. He will not die at a young age, nei-
ther will he suffer dea.th acmdenta.lly
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After The Buddha had spoken the Dharma of the Buddha
on the Twelve Conditioned Links of Causation in the Great As-
sembly, all the Bhikshus, Bhishunis, Upasakas, Upasikas,
Heavenly Dragons and the Eight-Fold Division, the Humans and
Non-Humans and others, The King Prasenajit and His retinue of
relatives, and other beings as many as the sands in the Ganges
River, all obtained The Unsurpassed, Proper, Equal and Perfect

Enlightenment. They were certified to The Dharma on the Pa-
tient Cultivation of No-Birth.
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They praised that they have learnt such blissful Dharma.

The multitudes made obeisance wholeheartedly before The
Buddha, accepted and upheld the Dhama joyfully.
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TRANSFERENGE

May the merit and virtue accrued from this work,
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Adorn the Buddhas’ Pure Lands,
EamEg

Repaying four kinds of kindness above,
TH=Z&# -

And aiding those suffering in the paths below.
EAAAE

May those who see and hear of this,
‘reao

All bring forth the resolve for Bodhi,
Rit—#%:

And when this retribution body is over,
BlegsE -

Be born together in the Land of Ultimate Bliss. o iz7e|
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The Dharma Protector:

VAJRAPANI BODHISATTVA
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