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The Great Strength
Bodhisattva
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In the Pure Land Faith, the Great Strength Bodhisattva,
Amitabha Buddha and Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva are known as
the “Three Western Sages.”

Great Strength Bodhisattva and Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva
who stand by the side of Amitabha Buddha act as the Dharma
Protectors. Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva cultivated the Perfect
Penetration of ear- roots to certify to Bodhi while the Great
strength Bodhisattva certified to Bodhi by cultvating the Perfect
Penetration of Buddha Recitation.

In the Shurangama Sutra, the chapter on the Great
Strength Bodhisattva's Perfect Penetration of Buddha Recitation
naturally becomes the most important sutra in the Pure Land
Dharma Door.
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'The Chapter bn The Greét Strength
Bodhisattva’'s Perfect Penetration
of Buddha Recitation

"The Great strength Dharma Prince together with his retinue
of fifty-two Bodhisattvas arose from their seats. They made
obeisance at The Buddha's feet.

He said, “ I remember in the past, at a time as long ago as
the Ganges Sand Kalpas, there was a Buddha who was born into
the world. His hame was Immeasurable Light.”

" In that Kalpa, there were twelve Tathagathas who were
born into the world in succession. The last Buddha was known as
far surpassing the light of sun and moon. The Buddha taught me
the Samadhi of Buddha Recitation.”

“ J ust like the example of two men, one of them is always
mindful of the other man while the other is always forgetful. Even
if these two men were to come together, it was as though they
were apart from one another. They might even see each other
without mutual recognition.”

" But if these two men are mindful of one another, and when
their mindfulness gets deeper, they will not be apart from one
another, life after life, just like the shallow that will follow a man
wherever he goes.”

“ The Tathagathas in the ten directions take pity on all living
beings and are mindful of them like a mother who is thinking of her
son all the time.”

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE‘
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" But if the son chooses to run away, of what use is it for the
mother to think of him?”

" But is the son also thinks of his mother, just the way the
mother is thinking of him, like after life, mother and son will not
stay apart from one another.”

" When a living being remembers The Buddha and is mindful
of the Buddha, he will surely see The Buddha presently or in future.
He is not too far away from The Buddha. Without any expedience,
his mind will be endowed with wisdom.”

“ Just like a man who makes scented incense, his body will

be fragrant too. This is known as the Adorment of Light and

- Fragrance. At the cause ground, , I have purified my mind with the

' Buddha Recitation to attain the Patience of No-Birth. Presently I

stay in this realm to gather in the cultivators of Buddha recitation
and guide them to return to the Pure Land.

The Buddha has asked me about my perfection of penetration.
This is my choice. I subdue the six roots by bringing forth the pure
mindfulness of The Buddha successively to attain samadhi. This is
the foremost Dharma Door.”

The above passage is the original text from the chapter on
the great strength Bodhisattva's Perfect Penetration of Buddha
Recitation. It is one of the five sutras of Pure Land Sect.

This sutra is very short, consists only of two hundred and
forty-four words. But the Buddha Recitation Dharma Door can
pervasively suit the living beings of different root nature in the
Dharma Realm.

To propagate this sutra is to encourage people to practise
the Buddha Recitation Dharma Door. A man will be born in the
Pure Land by bringing forth the faith and vows. If he can recite
‘Namo Amitabha Buddha' persistantly and reach the state of single-
mindedness with no more confusion, he will be received by
Amitabha Buddha at his death bed.
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The Chapter On The Great Strength
Bodhisattva’'s Perfect Penetration

of Buddha Recitation

S

THE SUTRA: Grreat Strength Dharma Prince
together with his retinue of fifty-two Bodhisattvas
arose from their seats. They made obesiance at the
Buddha’'s feet. He said:

“G‘reat Strength Dharma Prince and his
retinue of fifty-two Bodhisattvas stood up from
their seats. After making obeisance at the Buddha's
feet, he told the Buddha the Dharma Door which
was cultivated by him to attain Perfect
Penetration.
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«In the past when Amitabha Buddha was the
Wheel Turning Sagely King, Guan-yin Bodhisattva
was his eldest son. His second son was Great
Strength Bodhisattva. Presently these two
Bodhisattvas are dwelling in the World of Ultimate
Bliss. They are standing on the left and right hand
side of Amitabha Buddha, helping him to transform
living beings. They are on their way to attain
Buddhahood. After the perfection of stiliness by
Amitabha Buddha, the Proper Dharma will dwell
in the world for immeasurable kalpas. When the
Proper Dharma becomes extinct in the first watch
of the night, Guan-Yin Bodhisattva will accomplish
Buddhahood in the second watch of the night. He
is known as the Tathagatha of Pervasive Lights
who is adorned with mountain like Merits and
Virtues. The Buddha's Lifespan is immeasureable
and so is His Proper Dharma. When the Proper
Dharma becomes extinct in the first watch of the
night, Great Strength Bodhisattva will accomplish
Buddhahood in the second watch of the night. He
is known as the Jewel King Tathagatha who is
good at dwelling in Merits and Virtues.”

The Dharma Door which enabled Great
Strength Bodhisattva to certify to the path was by
reciting the Buddha's Name to subdue the six roots.
These are fifty-two stages in accomplishing the
path in the Buddha Recitation Dharma Door. They
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® Great Strength Bodhisattva @

are the Ten Faith, Ten Dwellings, Ten Practices,
Ten Transferences, Ten Grounds, Equal
Enlightenment and Wonderful Enlightenment. So
the fifty-two Bodhisattvas who came with him
were the representation of the fifty-two stages of
practice.

THE SUTRA: “I remenber in the past, at a time as
long as the number of Ganges Sands kalpas, there
was a Buddha who was born into the world. His
name was Immeasurable Lights.

“In that Kalpa, there were twelve
Tathagathas who were born into the world in
sucession. The last Buddha was known as Far-
Surpassing Sun and Moon Light Buddha. The
Buddha taught me the Samadhi of Buddha
Recitation.”

“I remember in immeasurable Kalpas ago,
there was a Buddha who entered the world. He
was known as Immeasurable Lights. Moreover
there were Buddhas who were known as the
Limitless Light Buddha, the Unobstructed Light
Buddha, the Incomparable Buddha, the Blazing
King of Light Buddha, the Pure Light Buddha, the
Blissful Light Buddha, the Wisdom Light Buddha,
the Incessant Light Buddha, the Inconceivable
Light Buddha, the Indescribable Light Buddha and
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® Great Strength Bodhisattva @

the Far-Surpassing Sun and Moon Light Buddha.
In one Kalpa, there were twelve Buddhas who were
born into the world in succession. The Last
Buddha, the Far-Surpussing Sun and Moon Light
Buddha taught me the Buddha Recitation Dharma
Door. As such I was able to enter Proper
Concentration. So this is known as the Buddha
Recitation Samadhi.”

THE SUTRA: “Take the Analogy of two people.
One of them is always mindful of the other man
but the other man is always forgetful. Even if these
two men were to come together, it would be as
though they were apart from one another. They
might even see each other without recognizing.”

Here is an analogy. There are two people.
One of them is always thinking of the other man
while the other man is always forgetful. These two
men may meet each other but they cannot
recognize one another. They may see each other
but they do not know one another.

In this analogy, the man who is always
mindful refers to the Buddha. The man who is
always forgetful refers to living beings. The
Buddha is always mindful of living beings. But
living beings always forget about The Buddha.
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® Great Strength Bodhisattva @

Once a while they may remember the Buddha
Dharma which is extremely wonderful. But they
do not really understand why it is so wonderful.
Moreover they are unwilling to calm down their
mind to learn the Buddha Dharma. Why is The
Buddha mindful of living beings? This is because
The Buddha knows that living beings are his past
parents. They are the future Buddhas who have
the same origin like all the Buddhas.

So, The Buddha said, “All beings are
endowed with the Buddha Nature. They have the
potential to attain Buddhahood.” This is the
magnificent part of Buddhism. Besides, this is also
the most important teaching of Buddhism. The
Buddha emphasizes on the upholding of five
precepts. They are the abstention of killing,
stealing, sexual misconduct, false speech and
wine. They are aimed at protecting living beings,
transforming them as that they will leave delusion
and return to the Proper Path, to reach home
earlier. But we living beings tend to forget our
origin on entering the world. We choose to chase
after the illusory things, leaving behind
enlightenment and go after the dust. We tend to
treat all illusory things as genuine and forget our
home, our kind and compassionate parents. We
simply forget all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.
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There are various types of Buddha Recitation.

(1) The mindfulness of Buddha by upholding
His Name.

- On listening to the Buddha's Name, we
recite it single-mindedly.

(2) The mindfulness of Buddha by
contemplating His Image.

- This is to contemplate the adornment of
The Buddha’s Image, we are mindful of
him single-mindedly.

(3) The mindfulness of Buddha by
contemplating and thinking about Him.

- This is to comtemplate the greatness of
the Buddha. He emits the white lights
which circumambulate the Mount
Sumeru for five times. His pure and clear
purplish eyes resemble the four Great
Seas. We are mindful of the Buddha
single-mindely.

(4) This mindfulness of Buddha in accordance
with One Reality.

- This is the mindfulness of one’s self-
nature, The Dharma Body of the One
Reality.
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When we cultivate the zen meditation
without giving rise to any false
thoughts, we simply focus our mind on
“who is mindful of Buddha?” This is also
the mindfulness of Buddha on the nature
of Reality.

"But a man who is lacking in virtues, who
does not bring forth the genuine mind to cultivate
the Path, may at times encounter the Mara if he
keeps on reciting the Buddha's Name only. For
example in Hong Kong, on the mountain of Da-yu,
there was a monk by the name of Heng-Yue. He
came to Ci-Xing Temple, hoping to cultivate Bo-
zhou Samadhi or the walking Samadhi. He shut
himself in a room for ninety days, without sitting
or lying down. He simply walked around or stood
still while reciting the Buddha's Name single-
mindedly. One day I heard his recitation get louder
and louder, and he ran faster and faster. I left
strange and went in to take a look. The monk was
an ox in-his former life. He ploughed the field for
the temple and with his menrit he was born a man,
left the homelife to cultivate the path. But he had
yet to change his bad habits of being very bad-
tempered and stubborn. He thought he could cure
himself of the bad habits by cultivating Bo-zhou
Samadhi. But as he was lacking in virtues, and his
concentration was not firm, the Mara was able to
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interfere. He saw Amitabha Buddha running in
front of him. So he kept on chasing after The
Buddha. In fact, how could a Buddha run in front
of him? It was only the spirit of an ox which
transformed itself into Amitabha Buddha to seduce
him. I told him the truth and everything returned
to normal.”

THE SUTRA: “But if these two men are mindful
of one another, and when their mindfulness gets
deeper, they will not be apart from one another
life after life, just like the shadow that follows a
man wherever he goes”.

“Ii these two men remember each other and
when the mind of remembrance gets deeper, they
will not be apart from one another. Life after life
they will be like the shadow that follows a man
and never will they be separated. If living beings
do not forsake the mindfulness of Buddha, they will
see the Buddha not only in this life. Even after their
attainment of rebirth, they will still be able to
always learn from The Buddha. They will not be
apart from Him.”

THE SUTRA: “T he Tathagathas in the ten
directions take pity on all living beings and they
are mindful of them like a mother who is thinking
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of her son. But if the son chooses to run away, of
what use is it for the mother to think of him? But
if the son also thinks of his mother, just the way
she is thinking of him, life after life, the mother
and son will not stay apart from one another.”

“The Tathagathas in the ten directions take
pity and are protective of living beings, just like a
mother who is always thinking of her son. If her
offspring refuses to listen to her and runs a way
from home, the mother will still be thinking of him
throughout the days and nights, though in vain. If
the child is thinking of his mother just as earnestly
as she is thinking of him, life after life they will
not be apart from one another.”

THE SUTRA: “When a living being remembers
The Buddha and is mindful of The Buddha, he will
surely see The Buddha presently or in future. He
is not too far from The Buddha, without any
expendience, his mind will be endowed with
wisdom.”

“If the living beings always remember The
Buddha, thinking about The Buddha continually,
may not be able to see the Buddha presently, but
they will surely see Him in future. This is because
they are not too far away from The Buddha. The
Dharma Door of Buddha “Recitation does not need
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other expedience or any other secretive mantra.
We just have to be mindful of The Buddha whole
heartedly. By doing so we will have a response
from The Buddha and our mind will open up in
clarity.”

THE SUTRA.: “J ust like a man who makes scented
incense, his body will be fragrant too. This is
known as the Adornment of Light and Fragrance.
At the causal ground, I attended the Patience of
No Birth with a mind which is mindful of The
Buddha. Presently I stay in this realm to gather in
living beings who are mindful of The Buddha to
return to the Pure Land.”

Just like a man who works at place with
fragrance and perfume, his body will smell as
fragrant too. A man who recites The Buddha'’s
Name will he perfumed with The Buddha's
fragrance. He adorns his innate Buddha's Mind of
Enlightenment with the Buddha's Dharma Body
and the Light of Wisdom. This is known as the
adornment of Light and fragrance. At the causal
ground, I cultivated my mind by being mindful of
The Buddha continually without other
interference. Hence I was able to certify to the
Patience of No Birth. Presently I am still dwelling
in this world, specially gathering in all those who
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are mindful of the Buddha to attain a Rebirth in
the Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss.

THE SUTRA: “T he Buddha asked me about my
prefection of Penetration, I choose no others. I
just sudbue the six roots by bringing forth the pure
mindfulness of The Buddha successively to attain
Samadhi. THis is the foremost Dharma Door.”

“Now the Buddha asks me about the Dharma
Door of Perfect Penetration. I do not have to
consider other roots. I only concentrate on one root
and practise whole heartedly. In this way my mind
does not rely on the other roots and it will not chase
after the exterior dust. By subduing the mind this
way, the other six roots will lose their functions.
Pure mindfulness means having no false thoughts.
The mind is mindful of The Buddha single
mindedly. There is no other thought. When
mindfulness arises with no intervention. when the
mind reaches the state where there is mindfulness
withtout false thoughts; having no other thoughts
and yet one is still mindful, then every thought is
pure mindfulness. The mind is in accordance with
The Buddha's mind. Then the mind is The Buddha
and the mind is Thus Thus Unmoving. The mind
dwells in Proper Concentration. So in my opinion,
Buddha Recitation is the foremost Dharma
Door.”

[Refn mdn =y =y oy =y =y fy =y =y ey uf g my ey =y my ey mf y my m y mf y my my i y iy iy =y iy iy

® 48 @

(53 ={a =y =y =03 =y =y =y =y =y =y g =y = g = = g = = g =y g

(R=fn =Ry =t =hy =fy = =iy =fy o =iy =fy oy =y =dy oy =y =y iy =y =y oy =y =y oy =y =y = =y =y =y =y =




gy GRAEE, ZFLER; BEA
ﬁ%m, Sk, SSEM, H

miE: TR EREE], BRANDE

BIEFEH 1’@.21‘&,/\% F50A,
FEEARBEERE L @I, —FEI]
?ﬁ! lj“J ﬂh/\*ﬁ %K$%-1IE% I%'IL.\
AgE=ES, R—DO&6H, sHM
ﬁoﬁfl}#E*L?EEIé]liﬁou ,L.\ﬁ'ﬁﬁ':
n_.\ %luﬁﬁﬁ, I/L}'/L: l%n_.\, TR/
EfﬁTEF‘_ AN ER, B,
MfE—30, MASIEWN BRI A6
:%ﬂ,rrﬁﬁ?—

(Rotn =Ry =f =iy =hy oy =y =hy = =y =fy oy =y =y =y =y =gy = =y =y o =y =y i =y =y = =y =y = =y =y

(aefa =gy =y ofy =gy ufy nfy =fy oy =iy =gy sy ufy =fy uy =fy =fy ufy =y =fy oy =fy =gy =y =iy oy e y =y =y oy uy =y uf y =y =

(§=a ={a =5 =0y ={3 =y =y =y =y =y =y g =y = = =y = =y = g =y ]y =




® Great Strength Bodhisattva @

—— = — T -

o e - - — - - N e w e Y. .

== CeTENS TSI reFE TS ST e IO S RN
v =™ - - e | - o~ AR

-~
- -~
- - - -~

~ - ~ -,
SoesSa hd -
R S-SV ~
~ ST

EREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

/;%,
Hle 50 @ ‘///Mﬁ%ﬁéc{.

S 3 o s o s s e s s s s s s T




o AAEEFZSHEIET o

7.

OO ,ﬁ@%)

PP P P P P P P P P P PP PP PP P P P PR P P PP P o




i fh =y oy ol s =y ol g o =y = iyl o =y = =y oy =y =y =y o o =y

i
i
a=
i=
i=
i
i
a=
H
Yt
i
i
i
%l
i=
i=
!
i
- (1
H
\ [R=
i
i
i
a=
i=
i=
i
i
i




(aefa =gy =y ofy =gy ufy nfy =fy oy =iy =gy sy ufy =fy uy =fy =fy ufy =y =fy oy =fy =gy =y =iy oy e y =y =y oy uy =y uf y =y =

VER’SE OF TRANSFERENCE
@ IEI] Q ® OF MERIT

EUeThiE, Ere=ghs 1,
I Vow That This Merit Will Adorn The Buddha’s Pure Land

ERmER, THF=5%,
Repaying Four Kinds 0f Kindness Above, Aiding Those
Below In The Three Paths 0f suffering.

JI &K, 5 EFAE,
Wishing That Military Arms Will Forever Vanish, So That
Peace Pervades The World.

HTRIBHBE, BEKRAE
That Strange Illness And Terminal Disease Will Never Again
Come Into Being.
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