’

VBEEERS

oI RHZrHeO

THE BUDDHA'S TEACHING
ON THE DIFFICULTY IN REPAYING
THE DEEP PARENTAL KINDNESS
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pervasively dedicate
the merit of this book
to all my
past, present and future

PARENTS!
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AMONG THE MYRIAD
DHARMAS
THE KINDNESS OF OUR
PARENTS IS THE GREATEST !

I was born in the Human Realm and my karmic
hindrances are extremely heavy. From kalpas with no
beginning, I had undergone uncountable times of birth
and death. Indeed it was impossible for me to count the
number of times when I had to dwell in the wombs be-
fore entering the world.

I have parents in this life and from the past lives.
I could never be able to count the number of parents
who had given birth to me when I was born‘in the Hu-
man Realm. Neither could I be able to count my past
parents who had given birth to me when I was born
into the Animal Realm.

T'he number of my parents in the Animal Realm
was immeasurable as I had been born as dogs, pigs,
hens, cows and others ! )

Every time I was born, I was adding extra bur-
den to my parents ! In fact I had been burdening my
parents throughout hundreds of thousands of millions
of lifetime ! -
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F'rom immeasurable kalpas of no beginning I
had been feeding on my mothers' breast milk which
was more than the water in the great sea. My mothers
had been defiled by my urine and faeces which was
more than the quantity of water in the great sea. And
the tear-drops which were shed by my mother when I
had to die young were also more than great sea water !

From my different lifespan, the deepest kind-
ness which I had received was from my parents! Even
until now, I will not be around without my parents !

The number of birth and death which I had gone
through from the kalpas of no beginning was uncount-
able ! Moreover, the number of my parents whose kind-
ness I am unable to repay is also uncountable !

From immeasueable kalpas until now, some of
my parents are born in the Human Realm. And many
others are born in the realms of animals, hungry ghosts
and others ! In fact they are every where !

Now, I, the sinful one wish to make the follow-
ing vows by kneeling and making obeisance before the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, " Here I bring forth the
Bodhi mind to be mindful of the Buddha's name sin-
cerely for millions of millions of times and transfer the
merits and virtues to my parents, teachers, masters,
relatives and others from innumerable past kalpas until
the present time, so that in every thought they will leave
behind the sinful sufferings in the rounds of birth and
death for eight billion years !

n I sincerely bring forth the vows before the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas that after I have cultivated
and certified to Buddhahood in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss, I will return to the Saha World to cross over my
parents first. I will guide them until they all attain Bud-
dhahood ! If I were unable to achieve these vows, I
would not attain Buddhahood ! And may all those who
have read the above passages be my witness !"

@ SOON GUO SEN@®

(Bow Respectfully To The Present, Past And Future Parents) ¢ 11
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At one time, The Buddha was at Jeta Grove in the

Garden of The Benefactor of Orphans and Solitary in Sravasti,
together with two thousand and five hundred Bhikshus and thirty-
eight thousand Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas.
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One day, The Buddha together with His disciples walked

to the southern part of the city. Suddenly, they came upon a pile of
bones by the roadside.

«14-
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Immediately, The World Honoured One bowed down to
make obeisance to the bones respectfully.
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W hen His disciples saw that, they gave rise to doubrt,
“Why did The World Honoured One bow to the bones?”
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The Honoured One Ananda put his palms together and
asked The Buddha, “World Honoured One! You are the Great
Leader of the Triple Realm. You are the’kind Father of all sentient
beings. You are greatly revered by the Worldly people and you are
held in high esteem by us!”
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“ L4 . - .
Please tell us the reason for making obeisance to this
pile of bones. What are the causes and conditions behind it?”

A\
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The Buddha told Ananda compassionately, “Good

indeed, Ananda! You are all my foremost disciples. You all have
been cultivating for a long time but there are things which you may

not understand.”
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This pile of bones could have been our ancestors. Or

they might have been our parents from many past lives. How can a
man not pay respect to his parents?”
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119
That is why I bowed respectfully to them.”




® THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® X B3 EEERSREE @

Fhies i T | AEMRIEXH
BN HFE - NEEBANSY 0 T
BBERE SBERE . NEELANS
% HEGRE B -

Agai.n, The Buddha said, “Ananda, now you can divide

the bones into two parts. If the bones were that of a man, they
would be white and heavy. But, if they were to belong to a woman,
they would be dark and weigh less.”
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Again, The Honoured One Ananda asked The Buddha,

“World Honoured One! This is what I cannot understand. In this
world, a man wears differently from the woman. He adoms
himself with robes, belts, shoes, hats and other fine attire so that we

can differentiate him at a glance.”
S
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While a woman will adom her body with powder,

cosmetics and perfume. Just by looking at her dressing , we will
know that she is a lady!”
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49
But when they are dead, only the bones remain. There

1s not much difference in those bones. How can we differentiate
them?”
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The Buddha said seriously, “In this world, a man who

always goes to the temple to listen to The Buddha’s Teaching on the
Sutras and Precepts, who makes obeisance respectfully to the Triple
Gem - The Buddha, The Dharma and The Sangha, besides reciting
The Buddha’s Name, will have bones which are as white as jade and
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(49
As for a woman, if she were to be attached to love and

emotion while she was alive, and did not listen to the Sutras and
Precepts, or make obeisance respectfully to The Buddha, and if she
felt that her sole duty was to deliver and nurture the children, and
breast-feed them ....”

i :
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19
... .how could she not get weak and haggard because the

milk was transformed from her blood? Besides every child needs
eight stones of milk for his growth.”
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(19
That is why after her death, the bones are dark and
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When Ananda heard that, he felt such great pain, just as
though he was being stabbed with a knife. He cried sorrowfully and
asked, “World Honoured One! How can I repay the virtuous
kindness of my mother?”. »
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The Buddha told Ananda, “Listen carefully! A pregnant

woman has to endure ten months of suffering.”
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In the first month of pregnancy, the life of a foetus is as

precarious as a dew drop on the grass. It may coagulate at dawn
and disappear by mid-day.”
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Dunng the second month, the embryo congeals like a

piece of curd.”
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“In the third month, it is like a piece of coagulated blood.
During the fourth month, the foetus gradually assumes a human

form.”
o N

s

*34.
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During the fifth month, the vital organs like the head,
two hands and two legs are formed.”
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“I )
n the sixth month, the six essence of senses are

developed and opened. They are the eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body
and mind.”
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“Dys .
uring the seventh month, the three hundred and sixty

bones and joints are formed.”
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Besides, the eighty-four thousand hair pores are
formed. During the eighth month, the head gradually matures and

is endowed with mind-consciousness and knowing faculty.”
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“ A .
er that, the nine apertures on the body are opened.

They are the two eyes, two ears, two nostrils, a mouth, the anus and
the urethra.”
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When the foetus is nine months old, it often kicks and

struggles in the womb, just like the vibration of Mount Sumeru. His
mother can seldom get a good sleep, neither can she eat properly.”
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From the first moment when the foetus comes into
being until the moment it is born into the world, it gets its nutrients

by feeding on its mother’s blood.”
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(19
On reaching the tenth month, most of the vital organs
are fully developed. It is ready to be born.”
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A.fter carrying the foetus for ten months, the mother

has undergone extreme tortures. In order to ease the birth of her
new-born, the mother’s blood flows out like a river!”
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In a natural labour, the baby will flow along with the
blood, with the four limbs curling inwards and his head facing

downwards, without causing any injury to his mother.”
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(43
B in o difficule delivery, the baby will kick and

struggle his way out, and hence causing great pain to his mother.”
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19
It is as if the body is cut by a thousand knives and the

heart is pierced by ten thousand arrows. It is truly an unbearable

sight.”
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As children, we should never forget the suffering of
our mother when she delivered us. Otherwise, we will be worse

than animals!”
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(43
This is all because our kind mother had endured much

sufferings in the process of delivery. If we were to go into details,
there were at least ten types of deep kindness which were bestowed
upon us by her.”
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he first kindness is to care and protect the foetus in

the womb. The second kindness is to withstand extreme pain
during delivery.”
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(19
The third kindness is to forget all her suffering and

worries after the delivery.”
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(49
The fourth kindness is to feed her child with all

delicacies.”
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19
The fifth kindness is to let her child sleep soundly at a

dry and secure position while she remains at the cold and wet spot.”
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The sixth kindness is to breast-feed her child to ensure
that he is healthy without thinking of her own well-being.”
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(19
The seventh kindness is to wash away the filth without
a care for her hands which may either get dirty or split.”
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19
The eight kindness is to always think of her child when

he has to travel afar. She is always looking forward anxiously to see

him back.”

Ny
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(19
The ninth kindness is to be willing to undergo
suffering on behalf of her child as she loves him dearly.”
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“T : . :
he tenth kindness is her everlasting love for her
child!”
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“T . . . .
he first verse of praise on the virtuous kindness in

protecting the foetus: It is very difficult to be born as man. Only
after rebirth for many kalpas can we obtain a human form.”
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(19
Besides we also must have close affinity with our

present parents who provide the suitable condition for us to come
into the world.”
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(19
At about five months, the vital internal organs gradually

grow to the full. At the beginning of the sixth month, the six senses
of eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body and mind are opened.”
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The weight of the foetus increases daily. Mother feels
as though she is carrying a mountain.”
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The foetus kicks and moves about in the womb.

Mother is never at ease as she feels as though she is undergoing the
disasters of earthquakes and tornado.”
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(19
The mother always worties about her child. As she is

very tired, she seldom cares to dress up. All her fine clothes and
mirrors are put aside.”
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13
The second verse of praise on the deep kindness in

enduring suffering on the verge of delivery: After carrying the
foetus for the full ten months, she is going to deliver the child.”
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Everyday, the mother looks as though she is seriously
sick. She feels sluggish and drowsy.”
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(19
H er worries and fears are indescribable. She gets very
anxious about him and cries whenever she thinks about his safety.”
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(19
Sadly, she will tell her relatives and friends, I am not

wortied about myself. I am just worried that the merciless ghost of
death will snatch him away from me!”
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19
The third verse of praise on the kindness in forgetting

her suffering after the delivery: As she has fully utilised her strength
in delivering the child, she feels as if all her internal organs are being
torn apart.”
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(49
She struggles painfully and many a time, she may fall
unconscious. For the sake of her child, her blood flows out
profusely just like the slaughtering of a goat.”
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(19
After undergoing such an agony, on awakening, her
first thought is to enquire after her child.”
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(19
When she knows that her child is safe and sound, she
will be full of joy and hold him tightly in her embrace!”
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(19
But her joy does not last long as she will still have to
endure the agony of a painful body!”




@ THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® R EI D EERHERIE @

Foysps (HEudd | B
B ABWFLHNEELER | MF L
LIREBIP RSB |

(19
The fourth verse of praise on the kindness of
swallowing the bitter taste while giving the delicacies: The parental
kindness is deeper than the sea. With unbounded love and concern,
they take care of their child throughout the day and night!”
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(19
Our parents’ love is indescribable. They will never be
displeased with their children.”
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(19
Our parents are comforted when their children are

warm, full and happy. They do not mind facing the sufferings of
hunger and cold themselves.”




@ THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® R EI D EERHERIE @

Ermpus EEHRE WA
i BREILTERE  "eZILRE

e
“T : : :
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shifting her child to a dry and comfortable position while she
remains at the wet spot : At night, when the child wets the bed,... ..”
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(19
... .the mother will quickly move him to a dry place while

she remains at the cold and wet position. She will never grumble
over such uneasiness!”
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she does not

(19
As long as her child can sleep soundly,

mind her own discomfort.
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(19
She breast-feeds her child and brings him warmth and
health. Her embrace is the sagely refuge for her children.”
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(13
She will cover them with her sleeves so that they will be
protected from the cold wind.”
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(19
Parents take good care of their children, hoping that

they will grow up happily and healthily. Many a time, the mother
will go on without food or sleep for being anxious over her

children.”
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19
The sixth verse of praise on the deep kindness in

breast-feeding and nurturing the child : The kind mother resembles
the great earth which upholds and nurtures the myriad forms of
life.”
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The virtuous kindness of our father resembles the

Heaven which pervasively protects and nurtures all living beings.
The father’s love for his children is the same as the mother’s.”
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The virtuous kindness of our parents never differs. As

long as you are their child, they will never despise you no matter
how ugly you may be.”
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And they will never get angry or be disgusted with you

even if you are crippled.”
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On the contrary, they will love you more and give you
extra care because you are their beloved son. The kindness of our
parents is indeed very great!”
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The seventh verse of praise on the loving kindness of

washing away the filth : Our mother was once a beautiful girl with a
well-adomed body and a pretty face which was comparable to a
cotton rose hibiscus.”
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She was vibrant with energy and healthy. Her eye-

brows resembled the young and soft willows.”
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Her rosy complexion revealed the beauty of a youth.”
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For the sake of her children, she so overworked herself
that she became old and haggard.”
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« Her hands which were originally smooth and soft are

now rough and covered with wounds and cuts after cleaning too

much filth.”
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Our kind mother is indeed a pitiful yet respectable lady.

Without any condition, she sacrifices her youth in exchange for a
tired and haggard look!”
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The eighth verse of praise on the deep kindness of
thinking of her child when he has to travel afar : It is indeed

unbearable to leave our love ones in the event of death.”
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But it is also unbearable to be separated from the child

who has to travel afar. The mother is so sad as she can no longer
keep him in sight as there are much obstructions along the long
journey.”
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Everyday, the parents only think of their child. They

pray to the gods and The Buddha, hoping that he will come back
safely.”




@ THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® R EI D EERHERIE @

BFaEs —EHETER -
LEHERZER BRI E » LUBER - -

(13
Some children just leave their home for many years

without sending any messages to their parents. The old parents can
only cry sorrowfully, expecting their arrival from day till night.”
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Just like the old and broken-hearted ape in the jungle

which has lost its son, their wailing is indeed miserable and
unbearable.”
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The ninth verse of praise on the deep kindness of

understanding and sympathizing with their children : It is indeed
difficult to repay the deep kindness of our parents!”
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ust as the saying goes, “It is impossible for a fine strand

of grass to repay the benefits it receives from the sunlight in three
springs! When a child has to undergo sufferings, the kind mother
will pray throughout the night, wishing that she is the one who

suffers!”
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She only hopes to endure the torture on his behalf. A
mother’s love is truly very great!”
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When a child has to go on a journey, the kind mother

will always be worried about his comfort, and wonder if he can
withstand the cold weather.”
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She is so anxious that he may be unable to endure the

suffering. If ever she were to know of his sufferings, she would be
too sad to have a rest at night.”
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The tenth verse of praise on the deep kindness of

showing ultimate concern over her children : The parental loving
kindness resembles the bright light of the sun and moon which will
forever shine pervasively on the great earth!”
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In the passing of every moment, the parents are only
thinking of their children. Such kindness is indeed very deep.”
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Their heart is always with their children, whether they

are staying with the parents or going out. Even if some parents may
live till a hundred years old, they will always be concerned over their
80 years-old son.”
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If we were to say that there must come a time when

they could love us no more, then it must be when they were no
longer in this world!”
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After saying the ten great virtuous kindness of our

parents, The Buddha told Ananda, “By contemplating the myriad
living beings, ... ..”
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The Buddha continued, ... .. I found that some are born

with wisdom, but others are dull and stupid. They never think of
the deep kindness of their parents.”
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He said, “They are disrespectful and unfilial to their

parents. These rebellious people are unrighteous as they can never

remember the parental kindness. It is indeed very sad to witness
this.....”

« 109
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.As you all know, when our mother is carrying the

foetus, it is as though she is carrying a heavy thing. She cannot sit
or stand at ease, neither can she eat or sleep properly.”
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She looks so tired just as if she is chronically sick.

When the baby is due for delivery, the mother must endure such
great pain with blood flowing out profusely.”
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In the process of labouring, she falls unconscious many

a time because of the acute pain. On top of everything, she is very
worried about his safety.”
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She will only be at peace when she knows that he has
finally arrived safely. She will always carry him wherever she goes.”
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She will breast-feed her child until her legs and hands

are so tired. Yet her heart is so joyful. Moreover, she must wash
the child’s dirty clothing.”
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When the bed sheet is wet with urine, she will sleep on

the wet spot by moving him to the dry and clean position. And
never will she complain about this!”
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For three years, the child feeds on the mother’s milk

which is transformed from her blood. Poor mother gets so weak by
providing him the nutrients.”
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Parents spend lots of time and energy to nurture their

children from the time they are born,throughout the periods of
childhood, teenage and adulthood, hoping that they will become

people who are endowed with propriety, righteousness and virtuous
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W hen the children become adults, parents will be busy
preparing them for their marriage besides providing them the
necessities and money for carrying out their business.”
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Parents only hope that the children will quickly settle

down and be independent financially and emotionally. For the sake
of their children, they do not mind enduring all hardship!”
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P arents will never expect their children to repay their
kindness, neither will they mention it!”
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But if ever the child were to fall sick, the parents would

be so worried that they felt that their heart was burnt by fire. Very
often, they would also fall sick for being over anxious.”
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Only when the child is healthy, will the parents

gradually recover from their illness.”
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After facing appalling hardships in nurturing the
children, they only wish to see them mature into adults. But some
children become unfilial and do not take care of them.”
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They just neglect their mother’s advice or argue back
rudely and angrily. It is as though they are shouting at their enemy!”
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It is indeed terrible to witness these unfilial children

who bully the elders, hit and scold the brothers, without a care for
the family ties or the social etiquette.”
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(134 §
They attend school but they will never follow the

teacher’s instructions. In fact, they simply neglect the parents’ or
the brothers’ advice and go against them rebelliously.”
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These arrogant children will never greet nor bid
farewell to their parents when they go in and out of the house.”
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They act impulsively in accord with their own ideas
without seeking their parents’ advice. As the elders always find
excuses to forgive them for being young and ignorant, they are not
punished at all.”
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Later, they become even worse and are terribly

obstinate and cruel. Not only do they not listen to advice, they give
tise to animosity and hostility.”
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They leave their relatives and wholesome friends to

seek the company of evil people. After a long time, they become
so deluded that they cannot differentiate between the good from the
bad and hence bring great harm upon themselves.”
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Once they are lured by their bad friends, they will just

leave their parents and village to stay in other towns.”
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Some may involve in business affairs or other jobs

there. As the years pass by, they are old and sorrowful.”
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Some will just setle down and get married there
without going home. They could not care less about their origins.”
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“And there are some unfortunate people who make

friends with evil men. As they are not cautious enough, they are
abused, and harmed by them.”

«134.
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Or they may get involved in hideous crimes which will
bring them into the jails!”




@ THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® R EI D EERHERIE @

------ BRI ER 0 ERA D - W
BREES » FERRZY |

(19
Some are sentenced to heavy penalty and die in the jail.
Others may suffer illnesses, disasters and poverty.”
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They are in such a sorry plight that people just look
down on them. Or, there are some who may fall sick and are not
treated. As there is no one to take care of them, they die and rot by

the roadside.”
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Their bones are exposed to the sun and moon. They

are forever separated from relatives and families and are unable to
repay the parental kindness.”
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These unfilial children feel that all is over after their

death. They will never realize that their parents have been worrying
and thinking about them since the day they left the family!”
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They felt as though their heart was burnt by fire and

the liver and intestines were severed. They became blind as they
were grief-strickened.”

» 140.



® THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® X B3 EEERSREE @

------ T ENETSSE; 51
LBBRFRSILE  TOEEEE 21
JRLEBE ...... o

“S . .
ome parents are infected with asthma while others

neglect their business all because they are thinking about their children.
The family situations simply deteriorate day by day.”
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Some may die Of sickness! Even lf r_hey were to

become ghosts, they would still be attached deeply to their children!
Mother’s love is indeed very great!”
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Some children simply refuse to study. On top of that,
they accompany the bad friends and practise the deviant teaching,”
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They act like rascals and bully the good men. They

create havoc wherever they go!”
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They drink, gamble and go against the laws. Even their
brothers are wronged by others.”
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Such conduct brings great misery to their parents.

Everyday, they leave their house early in the morning. By the time,
they reach home, it is already mid-night.”
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They will never greet their parents, neither will they

enquire after their well-being. The lonely parents feel neglected and
unwanted.”
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They will never take care of the old parents. Very

often, the feeble and haggard parents are burdened by these unfilial
children.”
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By right, the father or mother who is widowed should

receive extra care and attention from their children. But in reality,
many just leave them aside to suffer cold and hunger.”
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hey never enquire after their well-being. So, the sad
parents can only lament over their unfortunate circumstances!”
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By right, children should take good care of parents.

But, the unfilial children will never take upon themselves the
responsibility and the parents are greatly ashamed under such
mistreatment."
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Very often, we can see a son who works hard so as to
support his wife and children. He cares only to please his wife!”
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d he treats his parents like strangers. He will do
everything to satisfy the wife’s desire,..... ”
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.. .. and neglect the advice of his parents. Sometimes, he

will argue with them without any respect for the elders. This greatly
injures the parents’ feelings.”
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Some daughters are quite filial before their marriage.
But, after that, they become unfilial!”
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I hey become so hateful when their parents give them
some comments!”
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(19
They care only for their husbands and children and
become estranged from their parents. So, the parents are greatly
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ome daughters may move to another town with their

husbands. They simply forget their parents who are left behind in
their hometown”
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They act as if the family ties are severed. Their parents
are so worried that they cannot eat and sleep in peace, just as
though they are being hung upside down!”
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P arents are always thinking of their children. It is

indeed impossible to describe their deep concern for their children.”
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Their love for them is limitless and indescribable!

Even if the unfilial children were to repent before the spirts, it is
still impossible to have their sin atoned.”
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A.fter listening to The Buddha’s speech on the deep

parental kindness, the multitude were extremely sad. They cried and
knelt on the ground!




@ THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® R EI D EERHERIE @

------ EwEmas -aTLEE
‘f7J é%%}L%BIJILHjTﬁ$ml ’ —H'J'_\.|'b—‘.|§

They were very remorseful and beat their chests! Blood

flew out from their hair pores and they fell unconscious as they
were grief-strickened.




@ THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® R EI D EERHERIE @

IR MAFEITR » SEFIT
(ZEEW | S AEBGON | AY
JLAT A S B O |

Later, when they woke up, they all cried loudly, “It is

really painful! It is truly sorrowful! Parents are really saddened by
these unfilial children!”
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P frer considering our past conduct, we know that we

are the grave offenders. Just like the night-travelling spirits, we
wander everywhere in total darkness!”
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We are like the drunkards who cannot think properly

for we never realize how deep and heavy our offences are!”
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Now upon hearing the Buddha’s teaching, we are like

people who have just awakened from a dream. We deeply regret
over our past misconduct. When we think of our unfilial and
inhumane behaviour, we feel as though the internal organs are

ablazed!”
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May the World Honoured One be kind and

compassionate! Please have pity on our ignorance. Do give us a
chance to repent and reform on our misdeeds. Please tell us how to

repay the parental kindness!”
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By using eight kinds of examples on the wondrous

Dharma, The Buddha told his disciples, “As you wish to repay the
parental kindness, I will explain it to you now!”
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If there was a man who carried his father on his left

shoulder and his mother on the right shoulder and circumambulated
the Mount Sumeru, with his skin all torn because of their

weight,... ..”
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ith the bones and marrow all jagged out and the

ankles wet with blood which flew out profusely throughout
hundreds of thousands of kalpas, and he would endure it without a

complaint, yet he would still be unable to repay the deep parental
kindness."
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If there was a man who during the disaster of famine
had cut off all his flesh and minced it finely to feed his parents, .....”
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so that they would not be hungry. After practising

this filial piety for hundreds of thousands of kalpas, he would still be
unable to repay the deep parental kindness.”
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If there was a man who for the sake of his parents, had

use a sharp knife to cut out his heart with blood flowing profusely

and wetting the floor, and he was still prepared to undergo the
suffering.....”
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..... throughout hundreds of thousands of kalpas, he
would still be unable to repay the deep parental kindness!”
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If there was a man who for the sake of his parents had

to endure the pain of hundreds of thousands of sharp knives which
were pierced through his body throughout hundreds of thousands
of kalpas, he would still be unable to repay the parental kindness!”
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If there was a man who for the sake of seeking peace of

mind, health and longevity for his parents, had offered his body to
be lighted as the lamp before The Buddha throughout hundreds of
thousands of kalpas, he would still be unable to repay the deep
parental kindness.”
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If there was a man who for the sake of repaying the
hardship which were undergone by his parents in bringing him up,
had to be boiled and burnt or had his marrow extracted by severing
the bones throughout tens of thousands of millions of kalpas, he
would still be unable to repay the parental kindness!”
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If there was a man, who for the sake of fulfilling his

responsibility as a son, had to swallow the fire and iron pellets so

that his body would all be burnt into ashes on behalf of his parents’

offences,... ..

»
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..... throughout hundreds of thousands of kalpas, he
would still be unable to repay the deep parental kindness.”
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A&er listening to The Buddha’s instructions on the

different deep parental kindness, everyone was indeed very sad.
They could only cry but did not know how to repay their kindness.
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They were truly shameful and regretful. Together, they

sought The Buddha’s advice, “World Honoured One! We are
indeed the offenders! But, we still do not know how to repay the
deep parental kindness!”
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When The Buddha saw that they were genuinely

remorseful, he gladly told them, “If you wish to repay the virtuous
kindness of your parents... ..”
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The Buddha continued, “Then, firstly, you must write

down this Sutra; secondly, you must recite the Sutra; thirdly, you
must repent all offences; fourthly, you must make offerings
sincerely to the Triple Gem.”
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A.gain, The Buddha said, “Fifthly, you must receive and

uphold the pure precepts and observe pure eating; sixthly, you must
give generously and cultivate the wholesome Dharma diligently so
as to widely plant all good roots of blessings. Then, you are a
genuine filial child. If not, you are just a hell-being,”

S o
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The Buddha again told the Honoured One Ananda,

“People who are unfilial will surely fall into the Great Avici Hell
when they die.”
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The length and width of the hell are eighty thousand

yojanas. It is surrounded by iron walls and covered with iron
netting so that the offender cannot escape.”
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The whole hell is ablaze, with thunder roars and bright

belts of lightning which set things aflame. Molten brass and iron
fluids are poured onto the offenders’ bodies.”
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The brass dogs and iron snakes chase after the

offenders and devour them. The suffering is acute as everyone is
bumnt to ashes. Moreover, there are numerous hooks and sharp
spears in the empty spacc... ..”
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¢ T ) ) .
he ground is covered with hammers, spears, the hills
of knives, the trees of swords and other weapons.”
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At any time, they will aim accurately at the offenders so
that, they will be chopped, hacked or stabbed to death. There is no

end to such acute sufferings.”

+191.
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“As ' '
er they have undergone such torture, again, they will

be sent to other hells to experience the acute pain. Their heads are
capped with fiery basins and their bodies are rolled over by iron
wheels.”
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The wheels travel to and fro until their guts are

ruptured, with broken bones and festered skin and flesh. Within a

day, they have to endure thousands of millions of suffering. It is
really an unbearable sight.”
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“r
he offenders have to endure such torture and acute

sufferings because in their previous life, they have committed the
grave offences of being unfilial and rebellious!”
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A.fter listening to The Buddha’s instruction, everyone was
very regretful and remorseful. They cried sorrowfully and begged
The Buddha, “What must we do to repay the deep parental
kindness?”
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The Buddha answered, “If you wish to repay the virtuous

kindness of your parents, the best way is to print this Sutra and

circulate it widely. If you can donate to print one copy, you will
obtain the merits and virtues to see a Buddha.”




® THE FILIAL PIETY SUTRA® X B3 EEERSREE @

A0SRIBEN+A - Bhee M2 -
ENEM -~ T4 FM stee B EE - F
B~ FEEE !

(14
If you can print ten copies, you will be able to see ten

Buddhas. If you can print a hundred, a thousand or ten thousand

copies, you will get to see a hundred, a thousand or ten thousand
Buddhas!”
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The Buddhas will always protect those who donate to

print the Sutra to benefit the living beings. With the strength of
The Buddhas, the donors and the parents will be born in the
heavens and never to fall into the hells to undergo the sufferings.”
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After listening to the teaching, Ananda and the multitude,

including the Heavenly Dragons and the Eight-fold division, the
Wheel-turning king and others were very sorrowful. They were
ashamed of themselves.

«199.
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They repented sincerely before The Buddha and said,

“From now onwards until the future time, throughout thousands of
millions of kalpas,... ..”
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... .we would rather have our bodies crushed into fine

dust than go against the Sagely Teaching of the Thus Come One.
We would firmly uphold it.”
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We would rather have our tongues plucked out and

ploughed with an iron plough so that the blood would flow out
profusely like a river... ..”
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... .and after going through hundreds of kalpas, we

would never go against The Buddhas’ Teaching. We would rather
travel to and fro in the wheels of sharp knives,... ..
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... .and be stabbed by the knives so that both the flesh

and bones are all pierced through and we would never go against
The Buddha’s Teaching. Even if our bodies were tightly wrapped
with iron netting and had to undergo extreme torture,... .

»
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. throughout thousands of tens of thousands of

kalpas, we would never go against The Buddhas’ Teaching. We
would rather have our bodies minced finely,... ..”
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. ..with the skin, flesh, veins and bones all mixed up and

disintegrated finely, throughout hundreds of thousands of kalpas,
we would not go against The Buddha’s Teaching!”
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The Honoured One Ananda, arose calmly from his seat.

He asked The Buddha respectfully, “World Honoured One! What is
the name of this Sutra? Please tell us so that we can abide, uphold
and practise it accordingly.”
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The Buddha told the assembly, “This Sutra is known as

“The Buddha’s Teaching On The Difficulty In Repaying The Deep

Parental Kindness.” May all of you abide by the teaching, uphold
and practise it accordingly.”
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A.t that time, after listening to The Buddha’s instruction,

Ananda and all the disciples, the heavenly dragons, the Eight-fold
division and others were very joyful as they clearly understood the
practice.
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They vowed to abide by The Buddha’s Teaching forever.

They would always uphold the practice of filial piety as their sole
duty. After that, they made obeisance toThe Buddha and withdrew.
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